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Soccer Hotlines 


VPL Grand Final Pictorial 4: 

Thunder v Magic 5 
Inter v Heidelberg 7 : 
The Regulars 8 
Craig MacKenzie 9 
Altona Magic Poster 22 2 
A-league Round 5 25 2 
Interstate 34 : 
London Calling 38 : 
Blast From The Past 41 


Front Cover: Altona Magic players : 


hoist coach Vlado Tortevski in air 
after winning the VPL Grand Final 
: against Dandenong Thunder. 
:. Photo: Peter Kakalias 
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Gold Medal Awards 2009 


2 ——— THOMPSON AND CAMILLERI 
STRIKE GOLD 


Hume City’s Ross Thompson and 
Heidelberg United’s Melanie Camilleri 
were last night crowned the winners 
of the VPL and WPL Gold Medal’s at 
the 2009 Gold Medal Night. 

About 600 players, team officials, spon- 
sors, staff and football public attended Vic- 
torian football’s night of nights at Peninsula 
on the Docklands. 

Thompson finished on 25 votes, equal 
with Sunshine Georgies’ star Wayne Wal- 
lace. Unfortunately Wallace was ineligible 
to win the award as he had been suspended 
during the season. 

Ironically, last year’s Gold Medal winner, 
Graham Hockless, lured Thompson over 
from England to play at Hume City this 
year. Thompson was shocked and humbled 
upon receiving his award. 

Camilleri won the WPL Gold Medal with 
19 votes from South Melbourne’s Laura 
Spiranovic on 18 votes. Camilleri had a lot 
of support from her Heidelberg United team 
mates, and was visibly stunned after being 
announced the winner. Camilleri also won 
the Women’s Top Goal Scorer Award with 
26 goals for the season. 

After winning the Gold Medal and Top 
Goal Scorer award, Camilleri will be look- 
ing for the trifecta when her team comes up 
against Box Hill in the 2009 WPL Grand Fi- 
nal this Saturday at Bob Jane Stadium. 

Both the VPL and WPL votes counts were 
extremely close this year, coming down to 
the last game of the last round before the 
winners were known. 

The event was hosted by the Four Diegos 
and included special guests Santo Cilauro 
and Melissa Barbieri. South Melbourne 
and Preston’s 50th anniversaries were also 
celebrated, including interviews with South 
Melbourne’s Paul Trimboli and Preston’s 
John Markovski. 

Nineteen awards were presented on the 
evening, including Volunteer of the Year, 
Referee of the Year, and two new awards, 
the Les Shorrock Best Football Image, and 
Best News article. 

Football Federation Victoria would like 
to congratulate all the winners from last 
night’s Gold Medal Night and thank all who 
contributed to make it such a successful 
evening. 


VICTORIAN PREMIER 
LEAGUE GOLD MEDAL 


Ross Thompson - Hume City 25 votes 
*Wayne Wallace - Sun Georgies 

25 votes 

Osagie Ederaro - H’berg Utd 24 votes 
Fernando De Moraes - South Melb 
20 votes 

*Jeffrey Fleming - Green Gully 

20 votes 

*Carl Recchia - Altona Magic 

19 votes 

*Anthony Ouliaris - Heidelberg United 
18 votes 

Nicholas Kalmar - Altona Magic 

16 votes 

Felix Rosman - Oakleigh Cannons 

16 votes 


*Stefan Piorkowski - Whittlesea Ze- 
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Victory 


4 


Hume City scored a trifecta on Victorian football’s night of nights with Lou 
Acevski taking out the Best Goalkeeper Award, Ross Thompson winning the 
prestigious Gold Medal and former Socceroo Alan Davidson accepted the 
U21 Player of the Year Award on behald of his son, Jason Davidson. Jason 
is now in Portugal after signing for First Division club, Pacos de Ferreira. 


bras 
15 votes 


WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE 
GOLD MEDAL 


Melanie Camilleri - 
19 votes 

Laura Spiranovic - South Melbourne 
18 votes 

Emma Runnalls — Sandringham 

16 votes 

Melissa Atherton - Casey Comets 
15 votes 

Aimee Benton - South Melbourne 
13 votes 

Kirstie Shearing - Preston Lions 

13 votes 

Amanda Lawless - Box Hill 12 votes 
Michelle Parton - Sandringham 

12 votes 

Lisa Cloke - Casey Comets 11 votes 
*Georgia Koutrouvelis - Box Hill 

10 votes 

Rita Mankowska - Heidelberg United 
10 votes 

Katrina Smith - Box Hill 10 votes 


Heidelberg United 


*Players ineligible to win Gold Meda 


2009 FFV AWARDS 


Volunteer of the Year 

Laurelle Sommers, Ballarat North 
United SC 

Female Coach of the Year 

Irene Stamatopoulos, Oakleigh Can- 
nons JFC 

Male Coach of the Year 

Graham Dudley, Carrum United JSC 
2009 Best News Article 

Chris Vernuccio, Leader Newspapers 


2009 Les Shorrock Best Football 
Image 

Sally Richards, Shepparton News 
Hoar Melvin Award — Best Junior 
Girl 

Jacqueline Vogt 

Jones Martin Award — Best Youth 
Female 

Sarah Walsh 

Jane Oakley Award — Best NTC 
Player 

Caitlin Friend & Maika Ruyter-Hooley 
Weinstein Medal — Best Junior Male 
Jamie MacLaren, Victorian Institute of 
Sport 

Referee Development Award 

Liz Hyland 

Referee of the Year 

Kevin Docherty 

Bill Fleming Media Award 

Osagie Ederaro, Heidelberg United 
SC 

Under 21 VPL Player of the Year 
Jason Davidson, Hume City FC 
Women’s Goalkeeper of the Year 
Peta Horman, Sandringham WSC 
Men’s Goalkeeper of the Year 
Lupce Acevski, Hume City FC 
Women’s Top Goal Scorer 
Melanie Camilleri, Heidelberg United 
WSC 

Men’s Top Goal Scorer 

Joseph Di lorio, Dandenong Thunder 
SC 

WPL Coach of the Year 

Deborah Nichols, Casey Comets 
WFC 

VPL Coach of the Year 

Stuart Munro, Dandenong Thunder 
Women’s Gold Medal 

Melanie Camilleri, Heidelberg United 
WSC 

Men’s Gold Medal 

Ross Thompson, Hume City FC 
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The Premiership VPL Grand Final 2009 
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Minor Premiers, Dandenong Thunder. Photo: Peter Kakalias Champions, Altona Magic 
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Korcari is mobbed by Thunder fans. 4 a 
Photo: Daniel Flis Thunder’s Veton Korcari opens the scoring shortly after 


half-time. Photo: Daniel Flis Thunder’s Doug Hodgson and 
Stuart Munro. 


ante 


RNSPORT 


Magic’s Doug Mladenovic hooks the ball . i. Thunder’s Marcus Stergiopoulos 
over Thunder’s Ryan Davidson. The Magic are elated after winning the penalty shoot-out. laments missing his spot kick. 


Photo: Daniel Flis Photo: Peter Kakalias Photo: Daniel Flis 
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MAGIC RIDES THE STORM! 
Title Heads West Again 
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Altona Magic made it back-to-back 
Premier League titles after defeating 
minor premier Dandenong Thunder in 
an epic Grand Final encounter ending 
in a dramatic penalty shoot-out at the 
Bob Jane stadium on Saturday after- 
noon. 

For 120 minutes of tense football, the tradi- 
tional powerhouse from the city’s west, and 
the newly promoted club from Melbourne’s 
south-east, were locked in battle, each side 
finding the net just once in a game which was 
evenly balanced to the end. 

Both teams had their bright moments, with- 
out being able to dominate the match or hold 
sway for long periods. The defences looked 
solid whilst both keepers showed early nerves 
fumbling crosses in the strong northerly which 
blew across the ground frequently sending the 
ball into touch. 

The closest either team came to scoring in 
a cagey first half was when Altona midfielder 
Kliment Taseski found himself in space be- 
hind the back four. His shot from an acute 
angle struck the base of Thunder keeper Stu- 
art Webster’s near post rebounding out of play 
for a goal kick. Magic in general play held 
the edge in the first half. Certainly the Altona 
coaching staff, mindful of Thunder’s attack- 
ing strengths, looked pleased with proceed- 
ings at the end of a scoreless first half. 

Both goals came soon after the break, with 
a whiff of controversy about them. Thunder 
struck just four minutes into the second half, 
when skipper Veton Korcari, following up a 
rebound from a Joe Dilorio strike, headed into 
an unguarded net, triggering wild celebrations 
amongst the Thunder faithful. 

As Korcari ran to salute the fans in the main 
stand, Magic’s defenders protested unsuccess- 
fully that Di Iorio had fouled his opponent 
Con Anthopoulos in the process of winning 
the ball and setting up the goal. 

The goal forced Magic to open up by aban- 
doning their single striker formation, and their 
two-player central midfield screen in front of 
the back four. They introduced Michael Curci- 
ja as a second striker and he was immediately 
involved in the build up at the edge of the box 
which led to a strike on goal from distance. 
Magic midfielder Nicholas Kalmar’s powerful 
drive struck Marcus Stergiopoulos in the pen- 
alty area and the referee had no hesitation in 
pointing to the spot for a Stergiopoulos hand- 
ball despite the strong protests of the Thunder 
players. The 21 year old Kalmar calmly sent 
Webster the wrong way to equalize. 

With the game opening up, and Thunder 
finding more width in attack down the flanks, 


VPL Top Five Finals Series - Grand Final 2009 
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IAGIC WINS 5-4 ON PENALTIES 


The Premiership 


DANDENONG 
THUNDER 


THUNDER 


Altona’s Kliment Tasevski clinches the 2009 VPL title after scoring 
the deciding kick in the dramatic penalty shoot-out. 


they finished the second half the stronger of 
the two teams. 

At the end of full time, players on both sides 
who had fought tirelessly in the warm blus- 
tery conditions, lay sprawled out on the pitch 
receiving water bottles and attention from the 
physios. With the season still in the balance, 
the respective coaches, Munro and Tortevski 
stood hands on hips, amongst their exhausted 
troops, rousing them for one last effort and is- 
suing last minute instructions. 

In extra time, Thunder’s Dilorio and Quirk 
looked the most likely to unlock their oppo- 
nents’ defence. Dilorio in particularly was 
causing all sorts of headaches for his direct 
opponent Anthopoulos, but as fatigue took an 
increasing toll on both sides, the dreaded pen- 
alty shoot-out seemed inevitable. 

In the end Magic won the shoot out 5-4 
thanks to two saves from keeper Nikolas 
Roganovic. Young Kliment Taseski, who it 
seems was destined to deliver the deciding 
goals against Thunder in each of their finals 
matches, sent Webster the wrong way with the 
final kick of the match to give Magic back to 
back titles. 


As the Magic players swamped Taseski in 
celebration, Thunder coach Munro strode 
out from the coach’s area on the sidelines to 
console his stunned players gathered in the 
middle, congratulate the Magic players and 
referees. 

Munro then stood alone on the pitch, a man 
lost in his thoughts. Whilst waiting for the 
presentations, the Dandenong coach hugged a 
well wisher on the sidelines. With the presen- 
tations underway, Munro joined his players 
up on the podium to accept his runner’s up 
medal. But once he stepped off the podium he 
took off the medal and placed it in his pocket. 
On the victory dais Magic skipper Carl Rec- 
chia paid tribute to the club from South Dan- 
denong and praised his teammates, coaching 
staff, fans and club president as did coach 
Tortevski who dedicated the trophy to club 
president Melissa Fisher. 

Most of the Thunder players and coaching 
staff disappeared down the players’ race as 
the Magic players rejoiced with their fans. All 
except Thunder’s Quirk and Clapham who sat 
forlorn in the dugout pondering what might 
have been. 


Thunder Coach Munro, commented after- 
wards, “It’s disappointing to lose in a penalty 
shootout. They (Altona) probably played their 
best football in the first half, but I felt that in 
the second half we seemed to do all the attack- 
ing. The longer the game went , we seemed 
to be the only ones trying to win it and they 
seemed to be playing for penalties... They 
were dead on their feet at the end.... It’s been 
a wonderful season for the club and team. I 
don’t think today’s result should overshadow 
that achievement.” 

After the match, Coach Valdo Tortevski 
commented, “I’m happy for the players. They 
have done an outstanding job. Again Altona is 
Altona even though we’ve changed six play- 
ers, we proved we were good enough to be 
champion. These young boys proved they can 
be some of the best players in this league and 
maybe they have the quality for the A-League: 
Taseski, Kalmar, Ricobene, Roganovic. All 
these young boys really stepped up today 
and did the job. I want to mention my assis- 
tant Franz Weimpar, Manager Jason Tseri and 
I want to mention Bojo Jevdevic who did a 
great job mentoring Nokolas Roganovic. I 
want to thank the players and once again Me- 
lissa Fischer.” 


Lineups 


Altona Magic: 

Roganovic, N, Laurie, S., Mladenovic, 
D. Anthopoulos, C., Recchia, C., Siveski, 
P.(Cergovski, P. 84’), Taseski, K., Fadaljevic, 
A. ( Curcija 62’), Ricobene, P., Bozinovski, 
S., Kalmar, N.( Boju, M. 103’) 


Scorer: Kalmar (pen, 64’) 


Dandenong Thunder: 

Webster, S., Clapham A, Wilford, A., Osman, 
L., Rexhepi, S., Armenian, H. ( Tabor, A. 
88’), Quirk, C. (Murigi, R. 115’), Stergio- 
poulos, M., Davidson, R., Korcari, V. ( Uka- 
lovski, D. 99’), Dilorio, J. 


Scorer: Korcari 49’ 


Jimmy Rooney Medallist: 
K. Taseski (Alton Magic) 


Venue; Bob jane Stadium 
Crowd: Appx.6000 


By George Stogiannou 
Photo by Daniel Flis 
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WOMEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE WPL Finals Series - Grand Final 2009 


® = ie 


Box Hill captain Yvette Muscat gets a hug from Georgia Koutrouvelis Box Hill’s Chiara Romano (left) and Anthea Vardaks combine to 
who missed the Grand Final through injury. Photo: John Punshon rhwart Belinda Pannella (Heidelberg). Photo: John Punshon 


& 


Box Hill captain Yvette Muscat (right) kept a close eye on Heidelberg 
striker Melanie Camilleri all day. Photo: John Punshon 


Box Hill Inter are in full voice. Photo: Daniel Flis 


Inter is on its way to yet another WPL title. Photo: Daniel Flis The dream come to an end for the Bergers. Photo: Daniel Flis 
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Soca G38 —— 
Box Hill Inter made it back to back 
premierships as it secured the 2009 
Women’s Premier League title with 
a 2-0 victory over Heidelberg Unit- 
ed in the WPL Grand Final at Bob 
Jane Stadium on Saturday. 

A goal in each half was enough for In- 
ter to claim the title for the fourth time 
in the last five years, with player of the 
match Anthea Vardakas opening the scor- 
ing, and substitute Alex Sinclair sealing 
the victory late in the game. 

Warm and windy weather greeted the 
players at Bob Jane Stadium, and made 
for challenging conditions in which to 
play. The first half presented few chances, 
with neither side able to settle into its use- 
ful rhythm, and the game was a nervous 
and scrappy encounter, although certainly 
not lacking in physicality. Inter’s midfield 
looked to be missing Georgia Koutrouve- 
lis, who broke her leg in a practice match 
in the lead up to the Grand Final, while 
Heidelberg’s Gold Medal winner, Mela- 
nie Camilleri, looked strangely out of 
sorts. 

With both teams looking to rely on 
long balls to their strikers, it was a match 
dominated by the two defences, and they 
seemed to be coping admirably. It was, 
therefore, ironic that the first goal of the 
game came courtesy of a defensive error 
shortly after the twenty minute mark of 
the half. Heidelberg turned the ball over 
cheaply in its left-hand defensive cor- 
ner, allowing Belinda Pacella to whip a 
speculative cross into the penalty area. 
With no Box Hill players in the box, there 
looked to be little danger, but a weak de- 
fensive header from the Heidelberg back- 
line sent the ball back to the top of the 
box, where it was met by the on-rushing 
Box Hill midfield. Anthea Vardakas had 
time to take a controlling touch and set 
herself, before sending a fierce left footed 
shot into the net. Aside from the goal it- 
self, her celebratory cartwheel was one of 
the best displays of skill in an otherwise 
scrappy first half. 

Shortly before the interval, both sides 
had half chances that called the two goal- 
keepers into action. Box Hill’s Kat Smith 
sent Pacella through on goal, but United’s 
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WBL Finals Series - Grand Final 


INTER: QUEENS OF WPL 


Box Hill Clinches Fifth Title in Six Years 
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HEIDELBERG 
UNITED 


WOMENS PREMIER LEAGUE 


Inter captain Yvette Muscat holds aloft the WPL trophy much to the delight of fellow team memebers. 


custodian, Katie Neville, came out smart- 
ly to smother the ball and avert the danger. 
Heidelberg then immediately mounted an 
attack of its own, with Belinda Pannella 
forging an opportunity, but Melissa Bar- 
bieri was equal to the challenge, getting 
down quickly to claim the ball before the 
speedy Pannella could get a shot away. 
The second half saw more open, flowing 
play, as Heidelberg battled to find a way 
back into the match. After playing a very 
disciplined, structured game last weekend 
to account for South Melbourne, United 
this week seemed strangely disorganised, 
in particular lacking any real width to its 
play. With Camilleri struggling to make 
an impact, it was difficult to see where 
a Heidelberg goal was going to come 
from. Pannella was her usual industrious 
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self, but she was well marshalled by the 
Inter defence, and was given little op- 
portunity to get into a goal-scoring posi- 
tion. United’s best chance looked to be 
from set pieces, with Box Hill providing 
it with a number of free kicks in danger- 
ous positions. Unfortunately for Heidel- 
berg, Chrissy Baxendale’s radar was off 
target on the day, as she failed to trouble 
Barbieri despite having several opportu- 
nities. 

With fifteen minutes of the match re- 
maining, Heidelberg finally started to 
gain some sort of momentum, as Box Hill 
seemed content to sit back and absorb 
the pressure. The balance of play shifted, 
and most of the action was taking place 
in Inter’s defensive half. It appeared that 
an equaliser was in the offing. But, as is 


Acne, Stretch Marks, Scar Reduction 


1 Hour, 1 session Teeth Whitening 
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often the case, football can be the cruel- 
lest game. Box Hill made a rare foray into 
the Heidelberg half, which resulted in a 
cross from the right into the penalty area. 
Neville looked to have the ball comfort- 
ably covered, but, in landing, spilled the 
ball back into the path of the oncoming 
Sinclair, who blasted the ball home. The 
goal visibly deflated the Heidelberg play- 
ers, who had just begun to play with some 
belief, and with only ten minutes left in 
the game, there was simply not enough 
time to respond. Box Hill added another 
premiership to its impressive tally, and 
Heidelberg is left to rue another season of 
falling at the final hurdle. 


By Niki Cook 
Photos by Daniel Flis 
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The Regulars 


The sun shone brightly as the final curtain 
was drawn on another season of Victorian 
football on Saturday. In the end the Cham- 
pionship would come down to a penalty 
shoot-out, an unsatisfying way to decide 
the title when one team was able to finish 
twelve points clear of the other over the 
course of a full league season. 


Gas Bagging Dept. 


With Mark Boric 


So all that is left is to congratulate the vic- 
tors, Altona Magic, on another great season 
and commiserate with the beaten Dande- 
nong Thunder on going so close in a season 
they dominated for the most part. Well done 
to all the promoted teams in the leagues, and 
to those relegated best wishes in bouncing 
back next term. 
And let’s do it all again next year. 


Cult hero Shane Rexhepi at the half-time break 


TEN OBSERVATIONS FROM THE VPL GRAND FINAL 


1. Wouldn't it be nice if we had a scoreboard that actually worked — displaying 
just one of the teams participating at Victorian football’s showpiece match of the 


year is not cool. 


2. Helpful if the PA system could actually be heard around the whole ground and 


not just for those in the grandstand. 


3. Altona Magic 1, Dandenong Thunder 1, National flags 2, Flares 6. 

4. The sooner clubs become more aligned with their local communities instead 
of relying on support from their ethnic communities the sooner the game will truly 
flourish at Premier and State League level. 

5. Crazy football fans egging on opposition fans for a fight are not welcome at 
football matches, regardless how many fans your team brings through the gate. 
6. Granted that the wind played havoc with ball controlling skills, but too many 
times players’ control and first time touches left a lot to be desired. 

7. Someone do something about the wind. 

8. A bumper crowd was expected due to Thunder’s large travelling band of sup- 
port, so why weren't more entry gates open on the day? Fifteen minutes after 
kick-off a hoard of fans were still outside waiting to gain access to the venue. 

9. Same applies to the bar...every year when the event is staged at Bob Jane 
why does it take half an hour to be served? 

10. Someone please do something about that bloody wind!! 


FALCONS WIN BATTLE OF BRITAIN 


After surviving the demise of it’s par- 
ent club Eastern Pride (formerly Mor- 
well Falcons) in 1999, Falcons 2000 
Soccer Club has risen to a new level 
with a 4-2 victory over Monash Soccer 
Club in the prestigious Battle of Brit- 
ain Cup. 

It’s been 37 years since Falcons have had 
their name on the trophy and the result is a 
credit to it’s members, players and commit- 
tee. Situated in the Latrobe Valley, Falcons 
2000 Soccer Club was created to ensure the 
survival of their junior structure when the fu- 
ture of Eastern Pride looked shaky. 10 years 
later, this vision and foresight is paying divi- 
dends and the club is beginning to reap the 
benefits of a consistent youth development 
policy. Many ex-NSL supporters and players 
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would be familiar with the fantastic venue in 
Morwell that Falcons call home. 

Both Falcons Seniors and Reserves teams 
finished in the top 4 in their ladders this 
year and as a result, play off for a spot in the 
Gippsland Soccer League Grand Finals to be 
held at Falcons Park, under lights on Saturday 
19th September. Recently recruited player/ 
coach, and ex NSL player, Anthony Pardo 
has attracted some key players to bolster an 
already impressive Falcons side and the club 
now has an enviable mix of youth and experi- 
ence. 

Any past players or supporters of Morwell 
Falcons or Eastern Pride are welcome to 
visit the clubs website at http://falcons2000. 
sportzvault.com/. Contact can be made by 
emailing falconssc@gippslandsoccer.com. 
au 


Another VPL Season came to and, where 
Altona Magic saluted the judge in the 
Grand Final. 

Dandy Thunder will certainly feel hard done 
by, as they were 12 points clear from second, 
after the Home and Away games, which in any 
other Country in the world, would have meant 
that they were the Champions. 

Not in Australia though, where we follow the 
AFL and decide the Champion after a Final’s Se- 
ries. 

Stuart Munroe knows this empty feeling all too 
well, as a few seasons back when he was Numero 
Uno at the Oakleigh Canon’s, his side also fin- 
ished 12 points clear, only to suffer 2 sad ends in 
the Final’s Series. 

He must be wondering what he needs to do to 
take out the coveted prize! 

A big thumbs up to the crowd at the Final, 
they certainly created a great atmosphere for the 
players. 

Something that will not occur should a new 
Summer League, based on newly formed region- 
al teams be formed, as it takes years and years to 
build up a culture and passion within a Club. 

So the curtain falls on all Victorian Compe- 
titions for season 2009, and with it, the great 
Coaching and Players Merry Go Round begins. 

Speaking of Coaching Merry Go round, Sea- 
son 2009 saw only 4 Coaches being shown the 
door in the VPL, this would have to be an all time 
low! 

Is it because Clubs are being more patient with 
their Coach’s or because Coach’s have done the 
rounds so many times that Clubs are not willing 
to re hire them. 

The VPL Grand Final was also like an employ- 
ment expo, where Club powerbrokers rubbed 
shoulders with unemployed and soon to be un- 
employed Coach’s. 

Many Players were also on hand, looking for 


GEORGIES 
ANNOUNCE 
WINNERS 


Essendon United President Spiro 
Thalassinos with guest player, Con 
Boutsianis, earlier in the year. 


new Clubs so as they can maintain their G Star 
Raw wardrobe in 2010. 

Over to the A-League we go, where Ernie’s 
Lads have successfully managed to not win a 
game at home so far. 

I caught the last half of their game against 
the Wellington Phoenix, which lacked any sort of 
imagination, and was about as exciting as watch- 
ing a Choir pounding out the great Vienna Clas- 
sics, in fact, straight after watching it, I needed to 
sleep for a few hours to recover. 

Over to Essendon way we go, where the Bomb- 
ers are no longer flying up, however, the Essen- 
don United Soccer Club has completed an amaz- 
ing feat of gaining promotion 4 years running 

They will say goodbye to the Provisional 
Leagues and will participate in State League Di- 
vision 3 in 2010. 


This is Katsa- Just as you’ve known him! 


Goalkeeper Martin John has been 
named Sunshine George Cross PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR for 2009. Martin John 
was rewarded for his many marvel- 
lous performances throughout the 2009 
season, when presented with the award 
at the club’s presentation night held 
recently. First year player Joe Clancy 
who also had a great season was named 
runner up in the club’s voting. Evan 
Christodoulou won the under 21 Player 
of the Year, with Craig Brown coming a 
very close second. John Sapazovski won 
the goal scoers award. 
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Gas Bagging Dept. 


MacKenzie At Large 


The Regulars 


An Occasional Offering from Craig MacKenzie 


Saints up for 


misconduct again 

JUST when we thought that the tri- 
bunal turmoil that has engulfed State 
One this season finally was over 
comes news that St Albans Dinamo 
and Northcote have been charged 
with misconduct. 

Football Federation Victoria had been in- 
vestigating incidents that took place at the 
Churchill Reserve clash last month which 
the Saints won 3—2 and both clubs were for- 
mally charged last week. 

Both clubs face a level 5 misconduct fixed 
penalty (MFP) charge for “failing to control 
club associates” but the Saints face another 
more serious level 11 MFP charge of “mis- 
conduct which in the opinion of FFV brings 
the sport or the federation into disrepute 

The seriousness of a level 11 charge can’t 
be downplayed. If proven it gives the tribu- 
nal power to bring down “such penalty as 
FFV shall determine”. 

This is the second level 11 charge brought 
against St Albans this season, the first re- 
sulting in a loss of nine league points and 
fines totalling $7000. 

But that matter is not closed as far as the 
Saints are concerned and the club is await- 
ing legal advice as to its options after ex- 
hausting the appeals process by taking the 
matter to Football Federation Australia in a 
fruitless attempt to regain the nine points. 
While the lawyers may be poised to divert 
their focus onto this new misconduct charge 
it’s not one that unduly worries club presi- 
dent Vlado Brekalo. 

“My personal view is that we don’t need 
lawyers to act on our behalf for this charge 
but if the rest of my committee want us to go 
to the lawyers then I have to respect that,” 
he told me last week. 

“But I’m not taking this new charge seri- 
ously because it’s just a joke. We can’t be 
expected to stop people from yelling. If 
people do something worse than that then I 
condemn such behaviour and the police can 
take care of that. 

“To me this looks like bullying, fully bul- 
lying, but I don’t hold any offence to FFV. 
This is an institution that all of us have built 
and continue to build and most of the people 
there have my respect.” 

St Albans will hold an extraordinary gen- 
eral meeting tomorrow night (Tuesday) to 
discuss this second misconduct charge and 
how the club should proceed. At that meet- 
ing Brekalo will outline the code of behav- 
iour expected by members and supporters 
and advise them that acting outside that 
code is unacceptable. 

My understanding is that FFV relied on 
photographic evidence, witness statements 
and the referee’s report before charging both 
clubs. I’ve been told that a police report was 
part of the evidence but I have been unable 
to confirm this. 

If the level 11 charge against St Albans 
is proven everyone associated with the Fox 
Street outfit will be waiting with baited 
breath for the verdict. They won’t be the 
only ones. 
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Terry Kirkham — led Peninsula 
Power to the title. 


A president of another Division One club 
other than St Albans and Northcote told me 
about the charges a day before they appeared 
on the federation website. He also told me 
what the outcome would be. 

I was astonished. I asked him to name his 

source of information but he refused. 
This may not be the end to the tribunal saga 
this season that has seen State One prove to 
be a real money-spinner for the federation — 
for all the wrong reasons. 


Greens up 


so Hennessy out 
BENTLEIGH Greens sacked Dean 
Hennessy as coach less than 48 
hours after he had guided them to 
promotion from State One. 

Hennessy was called to a meeting last 
Monday with Greens president Costa Bios 
and chairman Ray Georgiou and was told 
that the club wanted a more experienced 
senior coach for its first foray into Premier 
League since the 2005 season. 

“We need experience for Premier League,” 
Bios told me last week. “Our committee be- 
lieved that Dean was not right for our boys 
in Premier League. With our players this 
year and our budget we should have won 20 
games. That was our philosophy from the 
start of the season.” 

A few hours later a dismayed Hennessy 

boarded a flight to England along with his 
family and his dad Terry, an ex-Welsh in- 
ternational who was guest of honour at last 
week’s Wales v Russia World Cup qualifier 
at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. 
“Life goes on,” said Hennessy. “I’ve taken 
clubs into Premier League before and I’m 
confident that I can do it again. Other jobs 
will crop up.” 

Bios remained tight lipped when pressed 
about Hennessy’s likely successor. “I’m not 
going to tell you until we speak to both can- 
didates,” he chuckled. 

Well at least we know there are two possi- 
bilities. Bios also wouldn’t be drawn when 
asked if they were both from Melbourne. All 


Danny Allsopp — laughing all 
the way to the bank. 


he offered was that “they are both from Aus- 
tralia” which could translate into the Greens 
casting an eye interstate. 

There was no mention of the upheaval on 
Bentleigh Greens’ website as we went to 
press. Mind you, more than a week after the 
event there was no mention of the fact that 
the club had been promoted and Hennessy 
still was listed as being in charge of the se- 
nior squad. 

Had Hennessy led Greens to a 20-game win 
record this season he would have achieved a 
rare feat in Division One. 

In the past 20 years this mark has been 
reached or bettered just four times. In the 
1992 season Springvale City won 22 of 26 
games in a 14-team competition. 

In 1997 both South Dandenong and 
Moorabbin City won 20 of 26 games. 
Moorabbin was relegated from Premier 
League the following season and became 
defunct while South Dandy finished third- 
bottom. 

In 1998 Westvale won 24 of 26 games only 
to be relegated from Premier League in 1999 
after winning just four games. 

Yes, it would be some feat to hit the 20- 
game winning target nowadays, especially 
in a 12-team competition which translates 
into a 22-match league season. 


Kirkham’s star shines 
TERRY Kirkham’s star continues to 
rise among the Queensland coaching 
fraternity after his appointment two 
weeks ago as coach of the Brisbane 
representative side for the series 
against New Zealand next month. 

The announcement preceded Kirkham’s 
Peninsula Power outfit clinching the Premier 
League title in a dramatic final round by de- 
feating previous league leader Rochedale 
Rovers 2-1. 

Midway through 2007 the side was an- 
chored to the foot of the league ladder star- 
ing relegation firmly in the face with just 
one point to its name before Kirkham took 
over. 

He was able to manufacture a Houdini-like 


escape by surviving the drop on the last day 
of the season with 17 points picked up over 
the last 10 games. 

In 2008 Kirkham’s charges finished sec- 
ond in the Premier League, won the Premier 
Cup and narrowly lost the Grand Final in the 
last few gasps of the game. That stunning 
turnaround in the club’s fortunes earned him 
the Brisbane Premier League’s Coach of the 
Year award. 

The former Victorian-based Kirkham be- 
gan his coaching career early after retiring 
from playing with serious knee and back 
injuries. 

He was understudy to Doug Hodgson 
travelling to England in 2000 to advance 
his coaching credentials at clubs such as 
Liverpool, Arsenal, Sheffield United and 
Northampton Town. 

In 2002 he completed a live-in UEFA 
coaching certificate at Largs in Scotland. 
Upon his return to Victoria, he not only 
coached at club level but also was instru- 
mental in setting up youth development sys- 
tems at several clubs and schools. 


SHORT PASSES 
oe FRANKSTON Pines this week will 
= seek legal advice after receiving a 
formal letter of claim from former 
coach Doug Hodgson for monies outstand- 
ing. It is believed that Hodgson, currently 
assisting Stuart Munro at Dandenong Thun- 
der, claims that he is owed a five-figure 
sum in coaching payments from his stint at 
Monterey Reserve last season. 


6 STILL on the Pines, the club is well 
= advanced in negotiations to strike a 
commercial partnership with Scottish 
giant Celtic. Greig Robertson, Celtic’s youth 
academy coach and head of the club’s com- 
munity and development wing, has been in 
regular contact with Pines senior coach Tom 
O’Halloran and the Pines committee recent- 
ly voted in favour of accepting the Celtic 
proposal. “We see it as a great opportunity 
not only to promote Frankston Pines and 
Celtic but to also develop a pathway for all 
children to play our wonderful game,” said 
O’ Halloran. 


DANNY Allsopp is laughing all the 

way to the bank following his transfer 

last week to Qatari side Al-Rayyan 
Sports Club for an undisclosed fee. Various 
newspaper reports cited the transfer fee at 
between $600,000 and $800,000. If correct 
then my understanding is that the fee won’t 
match Allsopp’s one-year contract rumoured 
to be worth $1 million tax free. I believe that 
if All-Rayyan wins the title the former Man- 
chester City and Hull striker will receive a 
brand new Maserati and a one-year contract 
extension. 


SEAFORD United will hold its an- 

a) nual presentation night at its North 

Seaford Reserve clubrooms on Satur- 

day night. The club also will host this year’s 

Bayside Cup Finals on Sunday 27 Septem- 

ber when the Legendary Cup, Sands Hotel 

BFA Cup, Trophy-Wise Cup and Women’s 
BFA Cup finals will be decided. 
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The Northcote City Soccer Club 
after an absence of 19 years is 
back where it feels it rightfully 
belongs, in the Victorian Pre- 
mier League. And did they do it 
in style. 

Champions in Division 2 S/E in 2008 
and to go back to back in 2009 was a 
wonderful and fantastic achievement 
by all involved at the club. 

The club set out this year to be com- 
petitive and consistent, surely it sur- 
passed those targets comfortably. 

Therefore the recruiting strategy 
had to be smart and intelligent; Sam 
Poutakidis (South Melbourne), Adrian 
Chiappetta (Frankston Pines), George 
Giannou (Bentleigh Greens), Paul 
Savio (Campbelltown City S.A), Mark 
McGough (Whittlesea Zebras) were 
all signed to the club while Jonathan 
Voulgaris was signed from the Mel- 
bourne Knights in the June Transfer 
Window. 

The season started rather slowly 
for Northcote with successive draws 
against Fawkner and Frankston Pines, 
however the next 7 games saw the club 
collect 19 out of a possible 21 points to 
be on top of the ladder at the half way 
point of the season. 


The minor hiccup came for the Blue 
and Whites mid way through the sec- 
ond round as it dropped points to some 
very average opposition at home to 
Frankston Pines and Clifton Hill, that 
combined with a dramatic Loss to the 
unlucky St.Albans saw the title and 
promotion race turn on its head to a 
four way battle involving Bentleigh 
Greens, Bulleen and St.Albans. 

However, the resilience of the Peter 
Tsolakis coached team saw it travel to 
Bentleigh in the second last game of 
the year. Knowing they needed a win 
to secure promotion, Northcote City 
comprehensively outplayed the Greens 
on their home patch by 2-0 thus win- 
ning promotion and the championship 
for 2009. 

Off the field the club was led superbly 
by its President Jim Makrozahopoulos, 
and his committee who all worked tire- 
lessly for the benefit of the team and 
its supporter base and indeed along the 
way shutting the mouths of many crit- 
ics who said they will never make it. 

The fact is though that the business 
gets done on the park and Northcote 
had leadership from all areas. 

Coach Peter Tsolakis kept his team 
motivated and hungry from the first 


HPAKAHE 1960 
NORTHCOTE CITY SC 


day of pre season to the 90th minute 
of Round 22, and his on field leaders 
in Trent Rixon, John Theofilopoulos, 
George Papadopoulos, maintained the 
hunger and desire throughout the en- 
tire season. 

Next year the club can look forward 
to its 50th anniversary with a return to 
the VPL and indeed another difficult 
challenge in trying to cement their pos- 
iton in the upper echelon of the State’s 
top league. 

Like Dandenong Thunder in 2009, 
do not be surprised if the boys from 
John Cain can surprise many people in 
the VPL in 2010. 


P W D L F A 
Northcote City 22 13 6 3 45 27 
Bentleigh Greens 22 12 5 5 30 22 
StAlbans Saints 22 15 4 3 44 19 
FC Bulleen Lions 22 10 5 7 39 28 
Fawkner Blues 22 10 5 7 33 27 
Pascoe Vale 22 8 9 5 25 21 
Langwarrin 22 10 2 10 46 39 
Western Suburbs 22 8 3 11 33 35 
Clifton Hill 22 6 7 9 34 44 
Springvale WhiteE 22 4 5 13 31 41 
Frankston Pines 22 2 10 10 17 33 
Southern Stars 22 1 #5 16 18 59 

P W D L F A 
Bentleigh Greens 21 15 1 5 54 19 35 
Pascoe Vale 22 12 6 4 56 25 31 
FC Bulleen Lions 22 11 4 7 49 31 18 
Western Suburbs 22 10 7 5 44 36 8 
Langwarrin 21 11 3 7 42 17 25 
Fawkner Blues 22 9 6 7 30 33 -3 
Frankston Pines 22 10 2 10 29 33 -4 
Southern Stars 22 9 3 10 31 54 -23 
Northcote City 22 8 5 9 40 43 -3 
StAlbans Saints 22 5 3 14 31 52 -21 
Springvale White E 22 5 2 15 29 69 -40 
Clifton Hill 22 3 4 15 28 51 -23 
Nicholes, Caleb Langwarrin 19 
Rixon, Trent Northcote City 17 
Leckie, Matthew Bulleen Royals 14 
Loncaric, Josip St Albans Saints 14 


Harrhy, Nicholas Bentleigh Greens 12 


Dolevski, Robert Fawkner Blues 
Kalifatidis, James Clifton Hill 
Razov, Tomi St Albans Saints 
Santilli, Luca Pascoe Vale 

Tolli, Marco Pascoe Vale 


NORTHCOTE CITY 
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Back Row: Paul Savio, Harry Kinigopoulos, Antoni Jankovski, Marco Rosano, Tass Papadopoulos, Eddie Soares, Jim Archimandritis, Jerry Lazaris. 
Middle Row: Jim Makrozahopoulos ( President), George Papadopoulos, Nick Tzoulis, Leonardo Paliza, Adrian Chiappetta, Tas Tzoulis, Jim Triantopoulos, 
Ronnie Branca (Physio), Peter Kotsiris (Team Manager) 
Front Row: George Giannou, Nik Gountaras. Trent Rixon (Captain), Peter Tsolakis (Coach), John Theofilopoulos (Vice Captain), Chris Petropoulos-Theodoridis, Mark McGough. 
Absent: Jonathan Voulgaris, Sam Poutakidis, Louie Diniotis. 


Issue 27 


8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


Monday 14th September 2009 


p10 


\e ali 
Weekly 


By Josip Zilic 


North Geelong Warriors return 
to Divsion 1 after a two year 
club and squad rebuild which 
will see set the Warriors up for 
a bright future. 

The season start got off to a roller 
coaster start with 2 wins and 2 loss- 
es, but soon after solid team perfo- 
mances with fluent passing and fre- 
quent scoring became the foundation 
of the whole season. 

The turning points coming in 
rounds 5 to 7 with 3 straight wins and 
then again in rounds 10 to 13 when 
in the absence of the club captain 
Mijo Trupkovic, the squad led by 
Grgo Saric responded with 4 straight 
wins which pushed the Warriors to 
top spot and they never looked back 
after that. 

In that period the Warriors gave 
young 16 year old John Patti the 
holding midfield role usually re- 
served for Trupkovic and he stood 
up to the challenge like a seasoned 
professional and to his credit he con- 
tinued in the role upon the skipper’s 
return. 

The Warriors found different goal 
scorers in bursts which added to its 
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NTH GEELONG WARRIORS 


team unity and self belief. Demo and 
Zadworny started the season with 
a flurry of goals, as the season pro- 
gressed the ever reliable Cervinksi 
started hitting the back of the net 
which was followed up with Kuna 
and Saric adding to the list. 

The Warriors even had defenders 
join the goal scorers this year - a sign 
that the team was ready to respond 
and it didn’t want to rely on strikers 
as their only option. 

The Warriors defence did their job 
well this year with less than a goal 
a game against them, showing that 
they are able to hold off dangerous 
strike forces within the division. 

As the season headed towards the 
closing stages an away match to 
Thomastown was looming as the po- 
tential sealer, however Thomastown 
were brilliant in their resolve and 
held the Warriors out to dent their 
hopes for a 1 - 2 loss. 

The Warriors bounced back in true 
champions style with the effective 
clincher in round 21 at home against 
Brunswick City. The match began 
apprehensively, but once the first 
goal was scored by Demo, the ten- 


sion eased and the Warriors marched 
on to a5 - 0 victory courtesy of goals 
from Zadworny, Cervinski, Demo 
again and Kuna. Euphoric scenes 
surrounded Elcho Park at the final 
whistle as fans and players joined in 
the club song on the pitch in driving 
rain. 

The board of the North Geelong 
Soccer Club congratulates all teams 
who competed this year. The prepa- 
rations and hard work that go into 
putting a club together can’t be mea- 
sured but they are greatly appreci- 
ated. We wish you all good luck and 
good health for the future. 
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P WD LFA 
Nth Geelong 22 14 #1 #7 42 19 
Thomastown Devils 22 12 7 3 27 19 
Werribee City 22 10 7 5 36 21 
Altona East Phoenix 22 10 6 6 25 17 
Williamstown 22 9 5 8 26 24 
Brunswick City 22 6 8 8 24 32 
Ballarat Red Devils 22 6 8 8 25 35 
Geelong Rangers 22 7 4 11 32 37 
Altona City 22 7 4 11 32 40 
Sydenham Park 22 6 6 10 26 39 
Westgate 22 5 8 9 29 33 
Keilor Park 22 5 6 11 19 27 


PW DL F A 


Keilor Park 22 16 3 3 53 20 
Ballarat Red Devils 22 14 6 2 57 20 
Thomastown Devils 22 13 5 4 48 22 
Altona City 22 12 4 6 41 22 
Geelong Rangers 22 10 5 7 44 33 
Williamstown 22 9 7 6 41 27 
Brunswick City 22 10 3 9 42 41 
North Geelong 22 8 3 11 38 40 
Altona East Phoenix 22 6 4 12 18 30 
Werribee City 22 5 3 14 34 59 
Sydenham Park 22 5 3 14 32 58 
Westgate 22 0 2 20 13 89 
Collins, Martin Werribee City 17 

Spiteri, Joseph C Werribee City 12 

Demo, Matthew North Geelong Warriors 11 

Hardy, Troy Geelong Rangers 11 


Blackburn, James Geelong Rangers 10 
Cervinski, Adrian Nth Geelong Warriors 10 


Maljanek, Michael Williamstown 10 
Lamanda, Simon Thomastown Devils 8 
Little, John Altona City 8 


Otuo-Acheampong, Kwabee Westgate 7 


Back Row: Elfi Vagnoni (Secretary), Tom Trupkovic (committee), Ante Didulica (Football Ops), Adrian Desa (Treasurer) Peter Mitrov (Vice 

President), Josip Zilic (President), Jonathon Davey, Daniel Zilic, Chris Tabak, Adrian Cervinksi, Matthew Demo, Marko Kuna, 
Anthony Tabak, Robert Spehar (Football Ops), lvan Perse (Football Manager), Vinko Buljubasic (Coach), J 

ohn Hrkac (Assistant Coach), Roger Savi (Assistant Coach). 

Front Row: John Patti, Grgo Saric, Tom Gavran, Mijo Trupkovic, Aaron D’Antino, Stephen Arthey, Robert Zadworny, Tom Dunne, 

Ante Sarcevic (Team Manager), Renato Stojkovic (Physio) 
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MALVERN CITY FC 
: 


By Costa Sioulas 


Malvern City FC after 10 years 
in Division 2S/E, narrowly miss- 
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also finished first with the best attack 
(of all state leagues senior teams) and 
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ing promotion and relegation _ best defense of the league. PW DLF A PT 
finally won promotion to Divi- Malvern City FC would like to ee ee 
sion 1. thank all the players, coaches and v Diamond Valley Utd22 10 6 6 41 28 36 
4 4s 49 Dandenong City 22 10 6 6 49 41 36 
Halfway thorough the year it didn’t support staff for there hard work from orwell Pegaciia: 22 40° 2-4 S6-A5-a2 
look that good as we were sitting 6th December, to achieve promotion. No Eastern Lions 22 9 3 10 38 35 30 
and 10 points behind the top and suf- special mention of any players as all al eer = : 7 bs : 
fering our biggest defeat of all time. squad members had an input in win- CaseyComets 22 6 6 10 30 37 24 
: minethe lease, Consraibnons t Knox City 22 6 6 10 20 34 24 
Credit to the team they regrouped g the league Congratu ons to codecs 22 a. ae ae 
and went on an unbeaten streak till all committee members for their tire- Kingston City 22 4 5 13 32 57 14 
the end of the season. less work throughout the season, to be 
The most important game come as successful off the park as the team 
in round 19 when we beat then top was on it. Malvern City FC would . oD. ie Aa 
of the table Doncaster at their own also like to thank our major sponsor Knox City 22 18 2 2 65 16 56 
“un: Eastern Lions 22 15 2 5 46 16 47 
ground to move within reach of the KINISI LIVE and all other sponsors — Harel, Oran Eastern Lions 20 BOnCaS EPEC. HR Bohs ae 
title. and loyal supporters for their contri- Groom. Simon South Springvale 15 Dandenong City 22 13 3 6 56 44 42 
5 . 7 . Albanese, Frank Morwell Pegasus 14 Port Melbourne 22 11 2 9 60 43 35 
Doncaster couldn’t maintain the butions throughout the year. Sastre-Tejedor, Juan M Malvern City 14 Morwell Pegasus 22 10 4 8 49 35 34 
pressure after that dropping another As for Div 1 the hard work starts Townson, Kevin Dandenong City te Diamond Valley Utd22 10 4 8 33 35 34 
. . h 1 < 1 ki f Madondo, Paul Malvern City 11 Casey Comets 22 7 2 13 34 43 23 
game as Malvern kept on winning the now, and the club is looking forward — inopoulos, Leigh Diamond Valley Utd 11 Kingston City Ca a 2 ee 
remaining 3 games to eventually take _ to the challenge. Paterson, Kristopher Casey Comets 10 Malvern City 22 5 3 14 35 53 18 
die title bua Golnis:. MalvernwGit Tudor, Zoran Dandenong Clty 10 South Springvale 22 3 3 16 27 87 12 
y*P y Bell, (Clayton. 1 Morwell Pegasus 9 Heatherton Utd 22 3 1 18 21 87 10 


Back Row: George Katsamboukas (Team Manager), John Kennedy (coach), Nick Katsamboukas, George Kotsiris, Richard Swingler, Pat 
Liapis (c), Angelo Varvaras (vc), Kieran Kennedy, Tom Williams, Paul Madondo, Phillip Cutler, Theo Skafidas, George Houssos (assistant) 
Front Row: Kamil Brozstek, John Manolis, Adrian D’Ortenzio, Juan Sastre, Alan Pratt, Marco Ruiz, Tom Polizopoulos, 
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Two seasons ago the committee 
at Banyule City S.C. were put in 
an unsavoury position by a group 
of players that had been at our 
club for quite a few years. 

This group were struggling to adapt 
and wanted the club to dismiss the re- 
cently appointed senior coaching staff 
of Lachlan Armstrong and Cameron 
Brown. The committee elected to give 
their full support to both Lachlan and 
Cameron leading to a walkout of a siz- 
able portion of the first team squad. 

Faced with a major rebuilding task, to 
their credit Lachlan and Cameron stood 
by the principles that had made the de- 
cision to retain them an easy one. 

They opted to only recruit and work 
with players that had the right attitude 
and aptitude. Having two people at the 
helm with recent playing experience at 
a higher level immediately raised the 
bar for a third division club. 

2009 commenced with the recruitment 
of three Irish lads, two Tassie brothers 
from a Dutch background, a Kiwi, an 
Italian and an Englishman. Added to the 
current squad of Greek, Macedonian, 
Italian and Scottish players, Banyule 
could be said to be truly an Australian 
soccer club. We were also extremely 
fortunate with the appointment of Ralph 
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DiGiangregorio as reserve team coach. 
Ralph’s enthusiasm and willingness to 
blood young players and work towards 
a common goal with the senior coaches 
meant for an exciting year ahead. 
However, as with most sporting 
teams, to taste the ultimate success you 
need all the dice to roll your way and 
the soccer gods certainly smiled on us 
in season 2009.In past seasons 3rd or 
Ath place finishes were accompanied by 
long term injuries to key players as well 
as disciplinary issues and suspensions. 
This season our discipline was out- 
standing and our injuries minimal under 
the expert guidance of the clubs new 
sports therapist Ian McArthur. Together 
with the coaching staff Ian managed the 
playing squad workload so as not to risk 
long term injury by resting players at 
the appropriate times as well as educat- 
ing the players to nurse and rehabilitate 
themselves when away from the club. 
The end result was an outstanding sea- 
son from the Banyule Bulls with only 
2 defeats in 22 games and a margin of 
7 points over the second placed team. 
The Reserve team also had an excellent 
season finishing as runner-up. 
The season had many highlights and 
many moments of brilliance from an 
exceptionally talented and committed 


BANYULE CI 


playing group. However the key in- 
gredient that brought the ultimate suc- 
cess was the unity and mutual respect 
brought to our club and fostered by the 
aforementioned coaching staff. Congrat- 
ulations and much gratitude is also due 
to everyone involved with running and 
supporting the Banyule Bulls in season 
2009, and we look forward to working 
with you all as we strive to cement our 
club as a competitive and professional 
outfit in second division in 2010. 
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Pp 
Banyule City 22 
Moreland City 22 
Yarraville Glory 22 
La Trobe University 22 
Maribyrnong Greens22 
Hume Utd 22 
Cairnlea 22 
Lalor 22 
Melb Uni Rangers 22 
Geelong 22 
Nth Sunshine E 22 
Westvale 22 
Pp 
Moreland City 21 
Banyule City 22 


La Trobe University 22 
Hume Utd 22 
Melb Uni Rangers 22 
Yarraville Glory 22 
Maribyrnong Green 22 
Cairnlea 22 
North Sunshine E21 
Geelong 22 
Westvale 22 
Lalor 22 


Panaghis, Mark Banyule City 
Ahmetovic, Edin Maribyrnong Greens 
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16 2 3 70 24 46 
13 4 5 42 25 17 
12 5 5 54 37 17 
12 0 10 44 38 6 
10 4 8 44 35 9 


8 8 6 39 30 9 
8 5 9 39 41 -2 
4 10 50 43 7 
7 8 28 45 -17 
7 11 40 48 -8 
3 15 28 88 -60 
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6 
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4 
3.5 14 25 49 -24 


Ikanovic, Jasmin Geelong 11 
Kalayci, Volkan Hume Utd 11 


Pasgas, Peter Yarraville 


Glory 


Dinse, Ryan Moreland City 9 


Kalow, Simon Yarraville Glory 
Lidestri, Lino La Trobe University 


Dickie, Paul A Hume Utd 


Papadopoulos, Nick Banyule City 


Back Row: Lee Calvert, Theo Triantafillopoulos, Igor Hadzi-Nikolov, Stasio Dunford, Mohamed ElKersh, Fotis Karalis, Sam Peters, Mark Assad 
Centre Row: Alex Gazis (Vice President) , Eric Staples (Secretary), Nick Papadopoulos, David Oosterloo, Sando DiGirolamo, Matthew Thompson, 
Steve Dillon,Greg Stanogias, llija Tasevski, Peter Kosmopoulos, Ron Vanderzwart (President), Jim Sampson (General Manager) 

Front Row: Frank Palermo (Team Manager), Jimmy Hussey, Stefano LaRosa, Cameron Brown (Assistant Coach), Rob Brian, Lachlan Armstrong 
(Coach), Mark Panaghis, David Oosterloo, James Fegan (Team Manager) 
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By Dave Mackie 


If ever a Club deserved success 
this year it was Berwick City. Even 
before pre-season had started it 
was evident to me, after discus- 
sions with the Committee, that the 
club were desperate for success 
on the field. 

When I joined the club three years ago 
the thing that impressed me most about 
the club was how well things were run 
off the pitch. My job was easy.....just get 
a team on the park to get Berwick out 
of the third division (preferably getting 
promotion as opposed to relegation!). 

My brief was to concentrate on get- 
ting the players I needed to strengthen 
the team to give us a chance of getting 
promotion, and leave all the vital be- 
hind the scenes stuff to the backroom 
staff. I was promised no interference 
with the playing side of things and that 
is exactly what happened, even when 
we had only taken two points from the 
first four games! Pete Cocker had been 
my assistant for the previous two years 
but he couldn’t commit to this year so it 
was important to get a quality assistant 
to help me out. Luckily I managed to 
get Steve Marley, who had been a play- 
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BERWICK CITY F 


er in the old National Soccer League 
for years with Brunswick Juventus and 
Heidelberg. Stevie had played under 
some great coaches such as Lenny Mc 
Kendry, and his experience and football 
knowledge were a great help to me. 

Obviously we will have to improve the 
squad if we want to stay in the second 
division but luckily for Berwick we have 
some excellent juniors at the club. The 
first team would have to be the youngest 
squad in the league and our reserves fin- 
ished second in the ladder, so the future 
is certainly looking bright for us. I think 
that this is Berwick’s secret to success. 

Getting the structure of the club right, 
and giving the players, be they seniors 
or juniors, all the help they can off the 
pitch so as they can go and perform to 
the best of their ability on the park. 

I would like to thank all our supporters 
who travelled all over the Eastern Sub- 
urbs to support us. There will be plenty 
of disappointed clubs in the third division 
now that Berwick have been promoted, 
simply because they will miss out on the 
revenue that we generated whenever we 
visited them. This may be an urban myth 
but I hear that some clubs used to make 


sure that the local Dan Murphies stayed 
open later whenever Berwick where the 
visitors! Also the local sheep became 
very nervous whenever the pig on the 
spit ran out! 

I think that the club thoroughly deserve 
this years success, and if we all show as 
much commitment and work as hard 
next season I believe that we can make a 
real impression in the higher leagues. As 
I said before, the players have excelled 
but they couldn’t have achieved half as 
much without the excellent support. 

I am already looking forward to next 
season and | am sure everybody connect- 
ed with Berwick City feels the same. 


9 Ss | | 
\ Weekly 
PW OD eoL 
Berwick City 2213 5 4 
Southern Suburbs 22 11 9 2 
Noble Park Utd 22 12 5 5 
Peninsula Strikers 22 11 5 6 
Nunawading City 22 9 6 7 
Springvale City 22 8 7 7 
Croydon CityArrow 22 6 9 7 
Brandon Park 22 6 6 10 
North Caulfield 22 6 6 10 
Waverley Wanderer22 4 10 8 
Sandringham City 22 5 3 14 
Boroondara Eagles 22 4 3 15 


Henry, Negus Peninsula Strikers 


Durand, Matthew Noble Park Utd 


Mejias, Orlando A Berwick City 


Strepelias, Andrew Southern Suburbs 


Osmani, Ali Springvale City 


Vukosavljevic, Nebojsa Noble Park Utd 


Benedos, Robert Brandon Park 


Baxter, Steven Peninsula Strikers 


Bove, Franco Springvale City 
Carr, Steven Nunawading City 


P W OD 
Sandringham City 22 18 2 
Berwick City 22.15. <3 
Brandon Park 22 11 #5 
Nunawading City 22 10 5 
Croydon City Arrow 22 10 2 
Peninsula Strikers 22 9 6 
North Caulfield 22 9 2 
Springvale City 22 5 6 
Southern Suburbs 22 6 3 
Boroondara Eagles 22 5 5 
Noble Park Utd 22 6 2 


38 


Back Row: Wolf Holzoder - Bar Manager, Dave Mackie - President, Colin Duffy - Reserves Team Manager, Johnathon Ash, Ramiz Pasic, 


Adam Ewin, Les Milne - Senior Vice President / Seniors Team Manager, Brian Haughney - Committee, Bryce Willoughby - Team Physio 


Third Row: Andrew Savige - Junior Vice President, Craig Johnson, Marc Davidson, Dave Mackie, Craig Hunter, Stewart Mackie - Seniors Captain, 
Steve Vernon, Michael Franco, Gary Davidson, Sulaiman Azami, Jim Divers - Life Member, Sean Harfield - Reserves Assistant Coach 


Second Row: Alex Stephens, Daniel Sgarioto, Joshua Stephens, Steve Marley - Seniors Assistant Coach, Joe Carroll - Seniors Coach, 
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Paul Eaton - Reserves Coach, Jamie Lasanc, Nick Lasanc, Daniel Walsh 
Front Row: Orlando Mejias, Grant Lane, Illya Grin, Jake Biondo, James Ashby, Rory Todd, Daniel Horvatinovic 
Absent: Craig Derrick, Justin Fernand, Bobby Pejkovic, Daniel Pop, Jusuf Pekmezovic 
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SUNBURY UNITED FC 


By Brendan Lakic, Senior Coach S.U.F.C 


Having been previously 
successful in winning the 
championship in Provision- 
al 1, | was aware of what was 
required to be ultra competi- 
tive in 2009. 

After maintaining the core 
of the side with such players as 
Matty Brown (C), Mark Lewis, 
Paul Shipp, Sean O’Callaghan, 
Lee Mois and the return of Dan- 
ny Moore it was obvious that we 
had to recruit well to put together 
a strong squad. I was able to se- 
cure the services of the dynamic 
striker in Dominic Murdaca and 
the powerful presence of Lukasz 
Lewinski - who in my opinion is 
the best defender in the competi- 
tion - together with the no non- 
sense attitude of Matty Brown and 
the versatile Danny Moore, they 
formed a solid unit which was 
well supported by Mark Lewis 
who had a great year in goals. 

We also recruited the very ex- 
perienced Danny Benac, Mark 


& Anthony Iacobaccio & Gino 
Infelice to reinforce the midfield 
which already had the services 
of long serving Sunbury boys in 
Sean O’Callaghan, Paul Shipp & 
Lee Mois. 

We were further strengthened 
by the unexpected arrival of the 
speed machine in Adrian John- 
son and after a brief search for 
another quality striker I was able 
to convince the goal scoring ma- 
chine in Zoran Romanovski to 
join the club. 

Together with Dominic Murdaca 
they formed a deadly strike force 
which was complemented by the 
continuous wing attack from Paul 
Shipp and the tireless work horse 
in Sean O’Callaghan who played 
every minute of every game. 

The squad was further strength- 
ened by the arrival of the very 
versatile Michael Mcllroy who 
slotted in perfectly to the already 
strong unit. 

The playing group maintained a 


S.U.F.C 


solid team performance through- 
out the year & on the back of a 
lion hearted contribution from 
Lee Mois in midfield the team 
was able to withstand all the 
challengers and win their second 
championship in 29 years. 

Plans are already in place to 
strengthen the squad for next year 
with two quality players already 
committed to join the club for 
season 2010. 


Well done lads! 


KISS MY GRASS DEPT. 


PW Di eL 
Sunbury Utd 22 146 4 2 
Essendon Utd 22 13 5 4 
Whittlesea Utd 22 13 3 6 
South Yarra 22 12 6 4 
Laverton Park 22 9 6 7 
FC Strathmore 22 5 9 
Elwood City 22 7 4 11 
Northern Falcons 22 6 6 10 
Melbourne City 22 6 #5 11 
Corio 22 6 4 12 
Western Eagles 22 5 4 13 
Lalor Utd 22 4 2 16 
P WD oL 
South Yarra 22 18 2 2 
Essendon Utd 22 16 4 2 
Sunbury Utd 22 162 4 
FC Strathmore 22 13 2 7 
Elwood City 22 11 3 8 
Whittlesea Utd 22 9 3 10 
Northern Falcons 22 7 3 12 
Laverton Park 2 5 6 11 
Melbourne City 22 5 5 12 
Lalor Utd 22 5 4 13 
Western Eagles 22 4 5 13 
2 3 


Corio 22 


Romanovski, Zoran Sunbury Utd 
Murdaca, Dominic Sunbury Utd 
Napolitano, Antonio Essendon Utd 
Mirik, Sinan Whittlesea Utd 
Devuono, Pasquale Essendon Utd 
Castro, Ricardo Laverton Park 
Crossan, Steven South Yarra 
Milianti, Andrew Melbourne City 
Stude, Carlo Laverton Park 

Grgic, Tomislav Glenroy 


BACK ROW: E.MARTIN, M.LEWIS, P.,BETHUNE, B.LAKIC { COACH}, L.LEWINSKI, M.McLLROU, D.BENAC, L.MOIS, MBBROWN 

(CAPTAIN), M.LEWIS(JNR) C.PONGRAC, E.BOYLE, R.COLLINS (ASSISTANT COACH), R.MUSSON, D.HEARNS, S.CASEY. 
FRONT ROW: M. IACOBACCIO, A. IACOBACCIO, Z.ROMANOVSKI, P.SHIPP, 

D,MOORE, S.OcALLAGHAN, A,JOHNSON, D, MURDACA 
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By Meredith Thomas 


Fitzroy City Soccer Club was 
founded in 1963 by a group of 
people with Serbian background. 
It was initially run under the aus- 
pices of the St Sava Church in 
Greensborough. 

In the last 26 years the Club has com- 
peted in every Victorian State League 
including the Premier League. Many 
players have passed through the Club, 
developing skills and maintaining their 
association. Also many coaches have 
worked with Fitzroy City. 

These days the Club has evolved to 
cater to a more multi-cultural member- 
ship. This has been a great development 
for the Club. Players with many skills 
have been attracted to the enrichment of 
the Club. 

Members have contributed to the 
smooth running of the Club on and off 
the field from sponsorship, cleaning, 
catering, administration and all other 
aspects that go to running a sporting 
concern. 

This year the new President, Mr Darko 
Kolosov, has chosen a young committee 
and young coaches who, in turn, have 
chosen young players in a considered 
approach to developing the club under 
the mentorship of the older more expe- 
rienced members. The Ist team coach, 
Nick Kovacevic (ex-premier league 


player) had a big challenge from the 
beginning of the year which was to put 
together the team from a wide variety of 
choice; selecting players that would car- 
ry the whole season. He had good train- 
ing session plans which were to develop 
strength, fitness, determination and 
team skills. He had a good training dis- 
cipline with the players, but also a very 
good friendship with them. Attendance 
at every training session was considered 
essential. That is where he maximized a 
respectful relationship and taught them 
game plans from match to match. 

Throughout the season, the team cele- 
brated every win and learned from their 
losses. 

Players have not had the imperative 
of winning a Championship, rather they 
have been encouraged to use their skills 
and enjoy each game. Camaraderie and 
team spirit have been a strong com- 
ponent of the players’ training. They 
learned how to win a game together. 

Co-operation, teamwork and under- 
standing have helped this club to win 
the championship. Fitzroy City has been 
promoted to a higher level. During the 
season the team won 14 games, drew 4 
and lost only 4. 

A similar strategy was applied to the 
Master Team who won 14 games, drew 
2 and lost 2. 


Fitzroy City 


SOCCER CLUB 


Financially the club has flourished 
with the diligence of the President and 
Committee who organised many func- 
tions which benefited the club finan- 
cially and socially. The outcome of each 
event was an increase in financial mem- 
bers and sponsors. 

Supporters enjoy coming to watch the 
game as they feel looked after by the 
Club, but also because they feel a part 
of the Club. 

It has been a great season and a chal- 
lenge lies ahead for next year with the 
promotion. We have begun to plan for 
the next five years which will include 
consolidating the strength of the club, 
increasing membership and developing 
Juniors. 


P WD oL 
Fitzroy City 22 14 4 4 
Mornington 22 12 7 3 
Monash University 22 11 7 4 
Warragul Utd 22 11 #4 7 
Old Scotch 22 10 5 7 
Mooroolbark 22 8 6 8 
Old Camberwell Gr 22. 8 4 10 
Old Melburnians 22 8 3 11 
Monbulk 22 7 #5 10 
Doveton 22 4 8 10 
Ashburton 22 5 3 14 
Endeavour Utd 22 5 2 15 

PW OD L 
Monash University 22 17 3 2 64 
Old Camberwell 22 12 4 6 42 
Old Melburnians 22 11 5 6 54 
Old Scotch 229 8 5 34 
Mooroolbark 22 9 5 8 32 
Mornington 22 8 7 7 41 
Doveton 22 8 6 8 34 
Endeavour Utd 22 769 45 
Fitzroy City 22 71 14 44 
Monbulk 22 56 11 22 
Warragul Utd 22 4 7 11 30 
Ashburton 22 4 4 14 29 
Paterson, Jamie Mornington 
Giannikos, Vasilios Old Camb Gram 


Cooper, Paul Warragul Utd 
Nyadzayo, Munyaradzi Monash Univ 
Jones, Nathan Fitzroy City 

Pember, Matthew Old Melburnians 
Waite, Nicholas Mornington 

Beamish, Jonathan Scotch Old Boys 
Byers, Steven Warragul Utd 

Wright, Craig Mornington 


Top Row Left to right: Nik Kovacevic(Coach), Branko Stojanovic(Assistant coach), Henry Wooton, Nathan Jones, Denis Tepavac, Evan Cooper, Stuart 
Peutherer, Federico Riera, Tom Mullumby, Nemanja Jovic, Darko Kolosov (President) 
Bottom row Left to Right: Zoki Ninkovic, Aco Pavlovic, Damian Arriola , Nick Mitrevski, Nick Kolosov, Ignjat Filipovic, Veljko Jaksic, Stefan Liberto 
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By Bradley Carter 


After a commanding performance in 
the last game of the season to beat 


boys, to their credit, regrouped and won 
both of the remaining two matches to fin- 
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NORTH CITY LIONS 
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Melbourne Tornado 7-2 away, the ish what they had all started together. North City Lions is nh : - na . o 
North City Lions have become 2009 The plan for 2009 was to raise the bar Avondale Heights 22 13 5 4 61 21 44 
champions of N/W Prov 2. on fitness, to defend strongly and to at- MorelandUtd = =922 12 3 7 36 36 39 
‘ : ‘ Bell Park 22 9 8 5 39 35 35 

The Club had been in NW Prov 2 fora __ tack quickly. An end of season goal differ- Epping City 22 10 5 7 35 31 35 
number of years and had fallen from 4th ence of nearly 40 shows that the team was West Preston 22 8 7 7 36 33 31 
in 2006 to 8th in 2007. New coach Brian successful in this. Coach Brian Sweeney Hoppers Crossing 22 9 4 9 28 37 31 
Sweeney was appointed for the 2008 sea- says “it felt like we got better each week”. ecacaey - 7 . i = 7 
son with a two year plan — to gain promo- __ Brian felt that every match was significant Melb Tornado ~=s«o22s—i<~aC“‘ | 2 8 45 2D 
tion. 2008 however was a disappointment on its own but the 8-0 away win against Watsonia Heights 22 4 8 10 36 39 20 
- finishing 3rd on goal difference, equal on Hoppers Crossing iwas probably the de- Darebin Utd 222 4 16 15 59 10 
points with 3 other teams. fining moment as the “boys played superb 

The Club recruited well in preparation football and knew that they were capable 
for 2009, including gaining the services of and had a chance of achieving their goal _ig there and we look forward to rising to P WD LF APT 
Michael Ndayisenga, Hussein Ntakiruti- of winning the league”. it and hopefully getting the chance to play EppingCity = 22 17 5 0 65 25 56 
mana, Kiril Risteski and Ally Uwimana The Club’s President, Steve Colelough, against Essendon United again”. ie eae . : : : 7 ] = 
adding to the Club’s already multicultural says “The North City Lions are delighted The North City Lions is a non-profit, Bal Lele 3 22 12 3 + 7 60 32 39 
membership. The squad was determined to in gaining promotion to Provisional 1 NW community soccer club based in Glenroy Avondale Heights 22 11 5 6 41 30 38 
overcome the disappointment of 2008 and and to be crowned league champions and with members from all over the North and North CityLions 22 11 4 7 49 33 37 
decided that the only acceptable outcome would like to dedicate our title to Darren North-West suburbs. The North City Lions Sele Bs = 7 : Ee . a 
was to win the league, with 2nd best simply _ Francis. After coming so close to winning pride themselves on being family based Plenty Valley Lions 22 5 3 14 35 62 18 
not good enough. Led by captain Michael promotion last year the boys were ada- and are proudly culturally diverse. In ad- Melbourne Tornado 22 4 «4 14 29 55 16 
Schiafone and vice captain Darren Francis mant this year was going to be different. ition to the champion senior and reserve ae Aa = : 2 - > S 
the emphasis was clearly on winning the Congratulations also to Brian Sweeny men’s team they have a senior womens oe 
league. Darren played a large part in the our coach for all his efforts over the last 2. team (NW Metro currently in top place), 
positive attitude and success of the team seasons. A well deserved title win and we  q junior and SSF program dedicated to the 
and he wanted more than anybody to atone look forward to being a competitive force enjoyment and development of juniors and —_ Babo, Atheer Moreland Utd 19 
for 2008’s disappointment and his personal in Provisional 1 next season.” a program for intellectually disabled chil-  Jancic, Marin Avondale Heights 15 
belief established itself within the team. For 2010 the Club is looking to continue dren (Goals for Kids).The Club hopes that R'Stevski, Kiril North City Lions 15 
Tragically, Darren suffered a heart attack with recruitment to srengthen the team with — the continual advancement of the team and uae Stade detache is ] 
and died during a match late in the season the plan of “going for it” and hoping to the Club itself, both on and off the field, Canzoneri, Robert Avondale Heights 10 


against Bell Park. This brought the team, 


gain promotion again. “Essendon United 


will see the council and others get behind 


Ntakirutimana, Hussein North City Lions 9 


the Club, other Clubs and the FFV together have set the benchmark with consecutive them and help improve the facilities avail- ae aga arene ; : 
to show their respects and to support the promotions and we want to emulate that” able to its members and shared by the local ower: = a ] i“ " oe City ss 8 


Francis family. Following the tragedy the 


Mr Sweeney said. “ We see the challenge 


community. 


Back row: Brian Sweeney (Coach), Romano Pally, Hussein Ntakirutimana, Ally Uwimana, Vincent Schiafone, 
Kevin Willmont, Kiril Risteski, Mikael Coppola, Chris Milios (Trainer). 
Front row: Melad Hana, Darren Francis, Bill Huseyin, Michael Noayisenga, Michael Schiafone, Kosta Kaloudis, 
Triffin Delikouras, Daniel Grima. Absent: Carina Boyle (Team Manager). 
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DANDENONG SPARROWS 


The Sparrows knew that this 
year was important for the 
clubs growth; therefore new 
players were signed to bolster 
the squad (ie. Thierry, Kal, 
Nova....). 

Thierry Boi proving his worth 
with a hat trick on the opening day 
in a 4-0 win over Old Brighton. 
Having got off to the prefect start, 
Sparrows came against Dandenong 
White Star, relegated from provi- 
sional 1 SE. Sparrows were then to 
go on winning next 5 games, with 
Damien Ithier & David Schulberg 
pulling the strings & Ted Ithier 
slowly climbing the goal scoring 
charts. 

The round 7 game against Lyn- 
dale was more notable as two red 
cards were given to the Sparrows, 
upon which the first loss of points 
occurred by a resultant draw. After 
a tribunal hearing both players were 
cleared of the charges. 

This disruption from of the line up 
drove another loss of points through 
a second draw from the following 
game against Whitehorse. 

This slight hiccup providing the 
players with the motivation to then 
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go onarun of 11 straight wins, that 
would see the Sparrows crowned 
champions!!! During that run Spar- 
rows signed Casey Comets captain 
Kevin Petersen to sure up the mid- 
field. Round 19 would be the next 
time sparrows would drop points, 
once again against Whitehorse, who 
had come from behind to win 2-1. 

However, the Sparrows had al- 
ready secured the championship 
with 4 games left to play. 

Finally, in the last game of the sea- 
son at home, the Sparrows put on a 
display that gave the large passion- 
ate supporters an inspiring display 
of classy football, one of the high- 
lights being when Kevin Petersen 
finishing a lovely left foot strike 
into the top right corner surpass- 
ing a firm hand from the Old Carey 
keeper. Final score Sparrows 4 — 2 
Old Carey. 

The Sparrows domination of the 
league can be seen by having 4 of 
the top 10 goal scorers in the league 
and a massive points difference 
(12 points) and goal (45 goals) dif- 
ference against 2nd on the ladder 
Beaumaris. David Schulberg finish- 
ing on top of the goal scoring ladder 


for the league. 

The Sparrows reserve squad were 
also very impressive this year, fin- 
ishing 3rd. This truly shows the 
depth and quality of football that the 
club has to offer. Well done boys, 
great effort this season and bring on 
Provision |! 

The Sparrows would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all of their 
sponsors and supporter, in particu- 
lar Plaiche Laywers (03) 9791 7557 
and the Culinary Institute of Austra- 
lia (03) 9427 9057. 


P W D L F A PT 
Dandenong 22 19 2 1 92 25 59 
Beaumaris 22 15 2 5 53 31 47 
Riversdale 22 12 4 6 56 48 40 
Berwick Kings 22 12 2 8 47 36 38 
Carrum Utd 22 11 4 7 49 40 37 
Caulfield Cobras 22 10 2 10 37 32 32 
Whitehorse Utd 22 8 6 8 32 31 30 
Old Brighton Gram 22 8 3 11 42 56 27 
Lyndale Utd 22 7 5 10 45 52 26 
Old Carey 22 6 2 14 37 48 20 
Rowville Eagles 22 4 3 15 24 59 15 
White Star D’nong 22 2 1 19 19 75 7 

PW D L F A PT 
Riversdale 22 17 3 2 76 23 54 
Caulfield Utd 22 13 6 3 47 21 45 
Dandenong 22 14 2 6 65 29 44 
Old Brighton Gram 22 12 3 7 44 30 39 
Berwick Kings 22 12 2 8 46 52 38 
Old Carey 22 11 3 8 54 33 36 
Lyndale Utd 22 11 1 10 51 52 34 
Beaumaris 22 10 3 9 51 39 33 
Whitehorse Utd 22 10 2 10 45 34 32 
Rowville Eagles 22 3 3 16 44 83 12 
White StarD’nong 22 2 1 19 21 82 7 
Carrum Utd 22 2 #119 26 92 7 


Blanusa, Dejan Berwick Kings 

Ithier, Ted Dandenong Sparrows 
Tufan, Onur Caulfield Utd 

Ithier, Damien Dandenong Sparrows 
Raiz, Andrew Carrum Utd 

Foschini, John Old Brighton Gramm 
Halliday, Ross Riversdale 

Alwan, Kali S Dandenong Sparrows 
Boi, Thierry Dandenong Sparrows 


Front Row (L-R) : Jason Nowakowski, Jason Castel, Kevin Petersen, (GK) Nathan Tzimopolous, Brent Madhavan, Gerd Leveque, 

Farshad Mostaghim, Stefan Bontemps, 

Back Row (L-R) : Justin Andries, Karyl LEveille, Thierry Boi, Damien Ithier, David Schulberg, Ted Ithier, Hugo Araujo, Kali Alwan, Jamie Adele, 
Dominique Savriimoutoo (Coach), Michel Therese (GK). Absent: Jamie Rose 
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By Joe Taylor 


The Surf Coast FC juggernaut 
continues to gather momentum 
with the Club winning promotion 
from Provisional 3 after just their 
second year in the League, with a 
very young team. 

The win was especially good with the 

Club, which only came into existence 
in 2001, achieving success with over- 
whelmingly teenage local players. 
The win comes on top of the Club also 
achieving an historic “Grand Slam” of 
wins of all women’s and girl’s leagues 
in the local competition, and the Club 
also in 2009 having a home grown 
player score two goals in the National 
Under 17 Australian Championships. 

The Provisional 3 win was achieved 
in dramatic fashion in the second half 
on an away fixture on the last weekend, 
when 17 year old player Jack Taylor 
smashed in the | nil winner, with coach 
Lindsay Falzon collapsing to the grass 
with relief and long time committee- 
man, Andy Kakouros, crying tears of 
Joy. 

Later that evening a delirious Surf 
Coast crowd formed a guard of honor 
to cheer the return of the conquering 
heroes as they returned from their Mel- 
bourne mission to the Club home at The 
Quay in Torquay. 

Club President, Joe Taylor, said 2009 


had been a milestone year for the Club. 
“Our success has come from a commit- 
tee that looks ahead and comes up with 
ideas.” 

“We hold an annual school’s World 
Cup, we’ve held beach soccer cham- 
pionships, and we do a lot of different 
stuff at the Club.” 

“We are now the biggest club in the 
Greater Geelong Region, we have a 
very friendly and welcoming culture, 
and we are building our own Surf Coast 
FC football development program on 
top of the framework provided under 
the FFA national curriculum.” 

“We want to see how far we can get by 
building a very big junior base, and de- 
veloping talent from the local region.” 
Joe Taylor said Provisional League 
Coach, Lindsay Falzon, has done a ter- 
rific job. 

“We had a very young team, includ- 
ing a number of 17 and 18 year olds, 
coming up against some teams whose 
central tactic was intimidation and 
threats.” 

“Tt was fantastic that these guys, lead 
by the values of decency and discipline 
that Lindsay instilled into them, stood 
up, didn’t retaliate and just made the 
ball do their talking.” 

Joe Taylor said the club faced a number 
of major challenges in the near future. 
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“We are putting in place a new 3-pitch 
facility, and we want to set this up as 
the best football facility in Western Vic- 
toria. That’s a real challenge.” 

“We also want to contribute to reform 
in our region so that we can transform 
Geelong from being an under-perform- 
ing region, to something that will have 
the participation levels, the football de- 
velopment programs and facilities to 
sustain an A League or Premier League 
team in the future.” 

“And we have to design a bridging 
program for mid-year 2010 when the 
World Cup is on so we transfer the leap 
in interest at that time to another growth 
surge for Surf Coast FC in 2011.” 


KISS MY GRASS DEPT. 


P W D L F A PT 
Surf Coast 22 13 5 4 44 14 44 
Youth Utd 22 13 4 #5 37 18 43 
Melton 21 12 6 3 49 32 42 
Brimbank City 21 12 5 4 45 25 41 
Upfield 22 11 4 7 51 34 37 
Brimbank Stallions 22 10 4 8 35 32 34 
Brunswick Zebras 22 8 6 8 38 39 30 
Mill Park 22 7 4 11 24 39 25 
Keilor Wolves 22 6 4 12 48 49 22 
Bundoora Utd 22 6 4 12 38 47 22 
Keon Park 22 7 #1 14 19 51 22 
Ascot Vale 22 2 119 19 67 4 

P WD LF A PT 
Brimbank City 22 15 5 2 57 26 50 
Upfield 22 14 4 4 60 25 46 
Bundoora Utd 21 13 4 4 65 29 43 
Surf Coast 21 12 5 4 67 27 41 
Melton 22 10 8 4 55 33 38 
Brimbank Stallions 22 10 2 10 37 28 32 
Brunswick Zebras 22 10 2 10 46 42 32 
Youth Utd 22 8 7 7 40 36 31 
Keilor Wolves 22 7 4 11 42 51 25 
Mill Park 22 4 4 14 26 73 16 
Keon Park 22 1 3 18 19 84 6 
Ascot Vale 22 2 21815 75 5 
Moody, Jason G Melton 20 
Coyle, Neil S Bundoora Utd 15 
Kablar, Adis Brimbank City 13 
Avdic, Jusuf Brimbank City 12 
Cesaire, Rivan Brimbank Stallions 11 
Taylor, Jack Surf Coast 11 
Cilmi, Daniel Keilor Wolves 9 
Bonavia, Daniel Bundoora Utd 8 
Franzo, Stefan Brunswick Zebras 8 
Kondo, Erjon Upfield 8 


Back row. Rory Flanagan, Marcus Jablonski, Paul Senior, Adrian Bond, Billy Bune, Jack Taylor, Lindsay Falzon (Coach) 
Front row. Xavier Ryan, Barry Schroeter, Jarrad Cayzer, Rhys Manning (Capt), Matt Roberts, Hector Nunez. 
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UNIV. OF MELBOUR 


By Daniel Schepisi 


Melbourne University set a goal 
at the beginning of the 2009 sea- 
son to get its Provisional 3 team 
promoted. After significant time 
and effort was spent getting the 
higher Provisional 1 team pro- 
moted to State 3 North West in 
2008, the Provisional 3 team were 
left “in the cold” in 2008 and suf- 
fered as a result. 

In 2009, the State 3 and Provisional 
3 coaches were told to choose the best 
50 players out of the University’s 200 
registered members. This also com- 
prised a talent pool of local and inter- 
national students, many of which had 
played in significantly higher standard 
leagues in Europe and South America. 
Having been brought back to the club 
mid way in season 2008 to stop relega- 
tion, coach John Buckley was given the 
opportunity to reconstruct a squad he 
believed that could achieve promotion 
in 2009. A long and arduous preseason 
saw many players fight for selection. 
The quality of players made it difficult 
for John to choose. Nonetheless, John 
finalised his squad for the commence- 
ment of the 2009 season. 

The completely revamped squad, 
coach and support structure saw the 
Provisional 3 team achieve its goal of 
being promoted to Provisional 2 for 
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season 2010. However, the goal was 
almost not realised when a spate of 
midseason injuries depleted the 22 man 
squad, resulting in a string of draws and 
missing out on vital points at a crucial 
time mid season. This saw the team 
drop to 3rd place on the table and the 
fight to regain top spot was enthusiasti- 
cally grabbed by players with passion 
and commitment. One of its greatest 
successes midseason was a 5 — | vic- 
tory against then top team, Meadow 
Park, to reclaim top spot. 

Whilst at times the many grounds on 
which Uni played did not allow Uni to 
play attractive football, it ground out 
games to achieve the win. When Uni 
did get the opportunity to play on good 
quality surfaces, the team’s dominance 
in the league showed. Uni had many 
physical encounters throughout the sea- 
son and its players were not particularly 
used to this style of football. However, 


me" URNB sity, 


soccer C 


Uni adjusted and played smart football 
which, at times, was not overly attrac- 
tive, overcoming physically stronger 
opponents in order to get results. 

Having also lost key players to its 
State 3 squad through the mid season 
transfer window to cater for injuries, the 
Provisional 3 Uni squad had to reach 
deep into its talent pool of reserve play- 
ers. Most notably, newer and younger 
players making up a strong midfield 
suddenly saw Uni out lasting and out- 
performing its competition in the sec- 
ond half of the 2009 season. 

Having struggled in Provisional 3 for 
the last three years, Uni is now re-eval- 
uating its performance for the 2010 sea- 
son. Its new structure paid dividends 
by achieving promotion to Provisional 
2. It is also helping to develop talent 
with sights set on seeking promotion 
again into Provisional 1 at the end of 
the 2010 season. 


Uni. of Melbourne 
Bayside Argonauts 
Noble Park 
Meadow Park E 
Seaford Utd 
Brighton 

Old Trinity Gramm 
Keysborough 
Eltham North 
Glen Waverley 
East Bentleigh 
Endeavour Hills 


Uni. of Melbourne 
East Bentleigh 
Old Trinity Gramm 
Seaford Utd 
Bayside Argonauts 
Glen Waverley 
Keysborough 
Meadow Park E 
Noble Park 
Brighton 

Eltham North 
Endeavour Hills 


P W OD 
22 14 #5 
22 13 #5 
22 13 4 
22 13 1 
22 10 5 
22 10 4 
22 9 4 
22 7 4 
22 6 6 
22 4 5 
22 3 7 
22 3 4 
P W OD 
21 15 1 
22 14 3 
22 11 5 
22 11 4 
22 8 11 
22 8 7 
22 7 7 
22 7 7 
22 6 6 
22 5 6 
22 3 7 
21 2 4 


Staines, Bradley Meadow Park 
Buhac, Andrija Noble Park 
McCaig, Paul Brighton 


nalpantidis, bill Bayside Argonauts 


Banabakis, George Noble Park 
Curd, Matthew Seaford Utd 
Del Rio, Joshua Old Trinity Gramm 

Didenko, Torin W Old Trinity Gramm 


Cosmano, Michael Uni. of Melbourne 
Kozaris, Chris Bayside Argonauts 


30 
25 
27 
35 


20 
19 
12 
10 


~amDnnnno 


Back row: Ben Lewis, Pav Perich, Micheal Cosmano, Neil Doherty, Phillipe Ueffing, Paul Traianedes, John Buckley 
Front row: Dominic De Nardo, Alex King, Chirs Landvogt, Rod Clark, Frank Lamari, Rabs Sysengrath, Mohamed Anab, Eoin Kearns 


p20 Monday 14th September 


Issue 27 


BOX HILL INTER WFC 


Monhda ay ae ptember 


seleyey 10}0q Aq ojoud 


ot 


/ 


=z 


< 
— 
/, ie 
~~. ‘ 
al ~ 7 
7 
' 
® 
7 
bal 
< 
___— s F “<a 7 > 


——— 


- 


C 


o 
: 
< 


Sel 


oe 
TOR! rh 
AL NIGHT 


ESE DE 


aot 


rEDERATIC 


VICTOR 


D: 


FOOTBALL 
EDERATION 
VICTORIA 


FOOTBALL 
rEDERATION 

VICTORIA 

» MEDAL NIGHT 


FEDERA 
vicTor 


OOTBALL Pos, 
‘DERATION Feng... 
NCTORIA VIET» 


: Nee DA 


2 Monday 14th September 
TRA ei 


-- Sc 


@P HYUNDAI 


A-LEAGUE 


p 
1 Gold Coast United 6 
2 Sydney FC 6 
3 Brisbane Roar 6 
4 Central Coast Mariners 6 
5 Adelaide United 6 
6 Newcastle Jets 6 
7 Perth Glory 6 
8 Melbourne Victory 6 
9 Wellington Phoenix 6 

6 
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10 North Queensland Fury 
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REBOARD 


9 — Shane SMELTZ 


GD Pts 
12 4 — Robbie FOWLER 
10 3 —John ALOISI, Carlos HERNANDEZ, Branko 
JELIC, Archie THOMPSON, Sergio VAN DIJK 
29 
2 —Chris GREENACRE, HENRIQUE, Jason 
5 HOFFMAN, Lucas PANTELIS, Paul IFILL, Victor 
SIKORA 
=1 8 
A Q 1- Danny ALLSOPP, Mark BRIDGE, Jason CU- 
Fi LINA, Dyron DAAL, Kofi DANNING, Travis DODD, 
0 7 Brendan GAN, Royston GRIFFITHS, Michael 
MCGLINCHEY, MILSON, Jason NAIDOVSKI, Nigel 
”) ra BOOGAARD, Jin-Hyung SONG, Tahj MINNIECON, 
* Daniel MCBREEN, Leo BERTOS, Danny TIATTO, 
”) 6 Steven FITZSIMMONS, Ben SIGMUND, Wayne 
" SRHOJ, Adriano PELLEGRINO, Matt SIMON, Lloyd 
6 5 OWUSU, Sean ROONEY, Craig MOORE, Labinot 


HALITI, lain FYFE, Alex WILKINSON, Matt SIMON, 
Mile STERJOVSKI, Steve CORICA, Mitch NICHOLS, 
CASSIO, REINALDO, Charlie MILLER, Tim BROWN, 


ROUND 7 FIXTURE VENUE LOCAL AEST 


Bas VAN DEN BRINK 


SCORERS 


Fri 18 Sep 2009 
Sat 19 Sep 2009 


Adelaide United v Melbourne Victory Hindmarsh Stadium 7.30PM 8.00PM 


CC Mariners v Gold Coast United Bluetongue Stadium 7:30PM 7:30PM 


Sun 20 Sep 2009 Wellington Phoenix v North Qld Fury Westpac Stadium 3:00PM 1:00PM 


Sun 20 Sep 2009 3.00PM 3.00PM 


Sun 20 Sep 2009 


Sydney FC v Newcastle Jets 


Sydney Football Stadium 


5.00PM 5.00PM 


Brisbane Roar v Perth Glory Suncorp Stadium 


Newcastle Jets Melbourne Victory 1 
0 (Carlos HERNANDEZ 4’) 
Brisbane Roar Wellington Phoenix 1 


3 (HENRIQUE 23’, REINALDO, 26’, Char- 
lie MILLER 71’) 

Saturday, 12 September 2009 
EnergyAustralia Stadium, Newcastle 
Referee: Ben Williams 

Assistant referees: 

Fourth official: 

Crowd: 6,026 


Newcastle Jets line-up: 1. Ben KENNE- 
DY (gk), 3. Adam D’APUZZO, 4. Nikolai 
TOPOR-STANLEY, 5. Ljubo MILICEVIC, 
7. Jin-Hyung SONG, 8. Matthew 
THOMPSON, 9. Sasho PETROVSKI, 11. 
Tarek ELRICH, 16. Jason HOFFMAN (10. 
Donny DE GROOT 60’), 17. Fabio VIGN- 
AROLI, 22. Kaz PATAFTA (25. Labinot 
HALITI 67’) 


Substitutes not used: 2. Angelo 
COSTANZO, 20. Neil YOUNG (gk) 


Yellow cards: Adam D’APUZZO 36’ 


Red cards: Nil 


Brisbane Roar line-up: 1. Liam REDDY, 
3. Luke DEVERE, 4. Craig MOORE, 9. 
Sergio VAN DIJK, 10. Charlie MILLER, 
11. REINALDO (21. Tommy OAR 72’), 
13. HENRIQUE (19. Isaka CERNAK 
80’), 16. Bob MALCOLM, 17. Mitch 
NICHOLS, 18. Danny TIATTO (5. Josh 
McCLOUGHAN 12’), 27. lvan FRANJIC 


Substitutes: 20. Griffin McMASTER (gk) 
Yellow cards: Luke DEVERE 25’ 


Red cards: Nil 
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(Tim BROWN 30’) 

Sunday, 13 September 2009 

Etihad Stadium, Melbourne 

Referee: Craig Zetter 

Assistant referees: Luke Brennan and 
Jim Nicolopoulos 

Fourth official: Lucien Laverdue 
Crowd: 17,644 


Melbourne Victory squad: 20.Glen 
MOSS (gk), 5.Surat SUKHA, 6.Leigh 
BROXHAM, 7.Matthew KEMP, 8.Grant 
BREBNER, 10.Archie THOMPSON, 
11.NEY FABIANO (21. Robbie KRUSE 
58’), 12.Rodrigo VARGAS (c), 15.Tom 
PONDELJAK (22.Nick WARD 71’), 
16.Carlos HERNANDEZ, 23.Adrian 
LEVER 


Substitutes not used: 1.Mitchell 
LANGERAK (gk),3.Mate DUGANDZIC 


Yellow cards: NEY FABIANO 14’, Mat- 
thew KEMP 82’ 


Red cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix squad: 1. Mark 
PASTON (gk), 2. Manny MUSCAT, 3. 
Tony LOCHHEAD, 4. Jon McKAIN (10. 
Michael FERRANTE 90’ +1), 6. Tim 
BROWN, 7. Leo BERTOS (13. Troy 
HEARFIELD 64’), 8. Paul IFILL. 9. Chris 
GREENACRE, 11. DANIEL (21. Marco 
ROJAS 77’), 17. Vince LIA, 22. Andrew 
DURANTE (c) 


Substitutes not used: 20. Reece 
CROWTHER (gk) 


Yellow cards: Tim BROWN 90’ +2 


Red cards: Nil 


Issue 27 


- LEAGUE 


THE FOWLER EF 


sj 
Round 06 oy 


By Roger Sleeman / Photo: G.Jones 


The third stunning goal in a many 
weeks from former Liverpool leg- 
end, Robbie Fowler lit up the Sydney 
Football Stadium on Saturday night 
and gave the North Queensland Fury 
its first ever victory in the Hyundai 
A-League against a Sydney FC team 
that was down on form from previous 
outings. 

In a performance that can only be de- 
scribed as ‘heaven sent’ the man nick- 
named ‘God’ put on a football master- 
class in front of a season-high crowd of 
16,699 fans at the SFS and sealed the 
1-nil win for his side. 

Goal! Weekly’s Roger Sleeman tracked 


Monday 14th September 


Fowler’s performance and gives us a 
minute by minute summary. 


=, 1st minute - attempted overhead 
x kick on edge of six yard box but 
ball was too high and went over 

his outstretched legs. 


= /th minute-receives ball on half 

© @ way mark with back turned to 

defender and flicks great pass to 
supporting player. 


=, 15th minute- ball played from left 
Si side across box and Fowler press- 

es defender with great late run but 
ball goes over line for goalkick. 


Y) 19 thminute-great flick off to Rob- 
= inson to move attack forward. 


=, 30th minute- receives ball on left, 

~™ comes inside and pushes short 

ball past defenders but there are 

no runners and Sydney defence regains 
possession. 


47th minute-receives ball in front 
~™ of defenders, carries ball forward 
ten metres and lays off perfect ball 

to the left. 


50th minute- McBreen crosses 
ej from left to far post and Fowler 

makes good head contact but 
straight at Bolton. 


Hight Quality Stock Sport's images 
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iY) 51st minute- threads beautiful ball 
=~ through to McBreen but the strik- 
er’s shot is foiled by a great block 

from Colosimo. 


52nd minute- Fowler receives ball 

oe from header by M cBreen_ three 

metres outside the box and notic- 

ing Bolton off his line, chips the keeper 
from distance to give Fury the lead. 


61st minute- header from McBreen 
=” finds Fowler on the far post but he 
just pushes the ball wide of goal. 


=, 83rd minute-replaced by David 
=” Williams. 


LEAGUE 


IMPORTS START TO SHINE 


By Con Stamocostas 


Round Six of the A League was dominat- 
ed by the imports. Specifically Brazilian 
Cassio, Scotsman Charlie Miller, Costa 
Rican Carlos Hernandez and Scouser 
Robbie Folwer all showcased their fin- 
ishing prowess. 

The game of the week purely because 
of the pre-match hype was the Saturday 
night fixture between Sydney FC and 
North Queensland Fury. A London type 
double-decker bus was used to promote 
the game during the week; a Beatles 
cover band serenaded the fans as they 
entered the Sydney Football Stadium 
and even the Liverpool supporters club 
of Sydney put aside their Euro snobbery 
and decided to watch a local game of 
Football. 

The promotion seemed to work as a 
healthy crowd of almost 17 thousand 
came to see Aloisi take on God (only a 
handful of Liverpool supporters actually 
called Fowler God, but what the hell....). 
John Aloisi was ready to play the part the 
script called for, but the Socceroo hope- 
ful fluffed his lines. Aloisi missed a first 
half spot kick and that failure sure proved 
that Aloisi was a mere man mortal. The 


most famous penalty in Australian sport 
arguably changed the fortunes of Austra- 
lian football forever. This time the feat 
could not be replicated. 

The second part of this contest would 
prove that we are all mere mortals in the 
presence of Robbie Fowler. 

After 10 minutes of play in the second 
half, Fowler scored a goal that football 
scribes all over the land used big words 
to describe. If you haven’t seen the goal 
yet, look it up on YouTube because it was 
a cracker. Never mind the space that Syd- 
ney defender Simon Colosimo allowed 
him, never mind that Clint Bolton was 
in no-man’s land; the finish was just too 
good, even though special mention must 
be given to the Sydney FC defence or lack 
of it.. 

Perth Glory was unlucky not to get a 
win over the league leaders Gold Coast 
United. The battle of the Iron Ore Cup 
(a reference to the owners of both clubs 
mining escapades) began with the Glory 
opening up the Gold Coast defence like 
a child opens presents on Christmas day. 
Perth’s Serbian striker Branko Jelic got 
the opening goal and Victor Sikora added 


a second to make the score 2-0 after less 
than 20 minutes played. 

The White Shoe Brigade came back in 
the second half with a header to Dutch 
defender Van Den Brink to make 2-1. 
Perth looked comfortable enough for 
most of the game and it looked like they 
would get the win, but with hardly any 
time left substitute Gol Gol Mebrahtu 
chased down fellow substitute Amaral to 
the half way line and the stole the ball off 
the former Brazilian International. Ama- 
ral then did a rugby league type tackle on 
Van den Brink. Van Den Brink took a quick 
free kick led that set Pantelids free down 
the right hand side, he gave a beautiful 
cross to Shane Smeltz and the New Zea- 
land International was in the perfect po- 
sition for the Gold Coast to snatch an un- 
likely away point. Smeltz has nine goals 
in sux games. 

It was an excellent week for the Queen- 
sland team s in round six, some excellent 
goals were scored, the crowds are start- 
ing to come back and the competition 
is as tight as a Camels arse in a sand- 
storm. 


CENTRAL COAST 
(4th) Vs GOLD 
COAST (ist) 


The Gold Coast showed on the weekend that 
they are not half as formidable away as they 
are at Skilled Park. They did however ex- 
hibit some great resilience to come from 2-0 
down to snatch a point from Perth, thanks 
to a Bas Van Den Brink header and a late 
Shane Smeltz equaliser. The Central Coast 
continues to meander along, following a 1-0 
loss to Adelaide. They are rarely thrashed, 
but tend to be afraid of taking the required 
amount of risks to win a game. I expect that 
the Gold Coast will be keen to make amends 
for losing points to the Glory and look to 
have far too much class for the Mariners to 
deal with. AWAY WIN 


ADELAIDE (5th) Vs 


MELBOURNE (8th) 


Two of the A-League’s big- 
gest rivals face off on Friday 

night to begin Round 7. The last time that these 
two met was in last year’s grand final, where the 
Victory were able to come away with a 1-0 win 
and secure their second championship. Since then 
though Melbourne has only had one win against 
lowly North Queensland. Worryingly for Ernie 
Merrick, Melbourne has played four games at home 
and has not won any of them. They now embark 
on a three week road trip that will make or break 
their season. Adelaide was able to eek out a result 
against the Central Coast in typical fashion on the 
weekend. After an early Cassio free kick had put 
the Reds in front, they defended bravely and came 
away with the three points. Melbourne has recently 
had the wood over Adelaide defeating them in their 
last six encounters, but this Victory side looks a far 
cry from the enthusiastic attacking team that won 
the championship last season. DRAW 


BRISBANE (3rd) Vs 
PERTH (7th) 


Despite what has been a 
some what sluggish start to the season, 


the Brisbane Roar find themselves in third place 
on the table. They will be hoping to consolidate : 
this position when they host Perth on Sunday : 
evening. The Roar put together their most ac- 
complished performance against the Jets on the : 
weekend with a comfortable 3-0 victory. Rein- : 
aldo marked his comeback with a goal and an as- : 
sist and he should form a formidable strike force : 
with Sergio Van Dijk. The Glory skipped away 
to a two goal lead against glamour club the Gold : 
Coast, before a late Shane Smeltz strike meant : 
they had to settle for a share of the points. Perth’s : 
away form in the last couple of seasons has been : 
nothing short of woeful and I see the Roar being : 
able to capitalise on this and come away with the : 


points. 


SYDNEY (2nd) Vs 
NEWCASTLE (6th) 


Sydney FC host New- 

castle on Sunday in one of the many local 
derbies of the A-League. If Branko Cu- 
lina was upset about the Jets performance 
against the Victory two weeks ago then he 
must have been seething about what he saw 
on Saturday. The Jets were comprehensive- 
ly outplayed by the Roar and ended up suc- 
cumbing 3-0. Sydney were good in patches 
against the Fury, but were upset by the A- 
League’s cellar dwellers. Sydney have a 
great record against the Jets, having only 
lost twice to them in there fourteen previous 
meetings. After two losses in a row I expect 
that Sydney will be able to get their names 
back on the winners list with a comfortable 
victory. HOME WIN 


WELLINGTON (8th) 
Vs NORTH QUEEN- 
SLAND (10th) 


The Fury we’re able to secure their first 
victory on the weekend thanks to a delight- : 
ful lob from the man they call ‘God’. Robbie : 
Fowlers 54th minute strike was enough for the : 
Fury to leave the Sydney Football Stadium : 
with all three points, but manager Ian Ferguson : 
was quick to point out that it was a true team : 
performance. A lot of credit has to go to Paul: 
Henderson who after being dropped last week, : 
came back into the starting eleven in spectacular : 
fashion saving a John Aloisi penalty before half : 
time. The Phoenix were the better side against : 
Melbourne, but will be rueing conceding a free : 
kick inside Carlos Hernandez’s range. Welling- : 
ton hasn’t lost a game at home this season, but : 
will face some stiff competition from an in form : 


North Queensland. 
DRAW 


A League Import Watch: Robbie 
Fowler is synonymous with some of 
the most blasphemous of acts. He 
must be making the Christians very 
angry every time he is called god 

but even the most dogmatic person 
would have to put down their bibles 
and admire the sublime volley that the 
Scouse legend produced to beat Syd- 
ney 1-0. | feel lucky to have watched it 
live, and I’m a Sydney boy. 

Adelaide United midfielder Cassio 
and Melbourne Victory attacking 
midfielder Carlos Hernandez showed 
the locals how to take a free kick. The 
Brisbane Roar trio of Henrique, Rein- 
aldo and Charlie Miller stole the show 
in Newcastle. While Perth’s Branko 
Jelic is starting show that his CV was 
not made up. 


A-League Socceroo Watch: | 
wouldn’t rush to buy any travellers 
cheques if | was an A League based 
Socceroo. It was the imports who 
“showed themselves this round”. 


Best Name of the A League: The 
Central Coast Mariners Jamaican im- 
port Woolry Wolfe was the contender 
for the prize but Gold Coast United’s 
Gol Gol Mebrahtu who was born in 
the state of Eritrea, a country in the 
Horn of Africa gets the prize. 


Hot Spot: Who else but Robbie 
Fowler. The winning goal against Syd- 
ney FC was not a product of divine 
intervention rather the sublime volley 
is the closest man will ever come to 
perfection. 


Odd Spot: Spotting all those Liv- 
erpool supporters (Euro Snobs) at 
the game on Saturday night made 

me wonder what would happen if the 
club promoted its own players with as 
much enthusiasm? 


Quotes of the Week: “He was actu- 
ally from my school. | didn’t know him 
to be honest. | used to go to a school 
in Liverpool called Nugent and he was 
telling me he was from there, “said 
Robbie Fowler after the win against 
Sydney. Fowler was speaking about 
the Liverpool fan that ran onto the 
pitch to celebrate with him after he 
scored. 


“There are obviously better places we 
could’ve done it. We were just talking 
about our old gym teacher!” added 
Fowler. 

Goal of the Week: Okay, okay, no sur- 
prises here God gets the goal of the 
week again. 


Team of the Week: 
GK:Henderson(FURY), 
LB:Traore(GCU), Tambouras(FURY), 
Dodd(FURY), RB:Middleby(FURY), 
LM:Cassio(ADL), CM:Talay(Fury), 
CM:Miller(BRIS), RM:Henrique(BRIS), 
FW:Reinaldo(BRIS) FW:Fowler(FURY) 


Round Seven Predictions: 
Adelaide United 1 v 1 Melb Victory 1 
CC Mariners 0 v 2 Gold Coast 
Wellington Phoenix 1 v 2 Nth Qid Fury 
Sydney FC 2 v 0 Newcastle Jets 
Brisbane Roar 2 v 2 Perth Glory 
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Perth Glory 2 
(Branko JELIC 14’, Victor SIKORA 16’) 
Gold Coast United 2 


(Bas VAN DEN BRINK 52; Shane SMELTZ 


90’) 

Sunday, 13 September 2009 
ME Bank Stadium, Perth 
Crowd: 9,408 


PGE 
Velaphi: 7 - Made some impressive save but looked 
unsure with his disposal 
J Coyne: 7 — Very impressive early but faded out in the 
second half 
Todd: 6 — Didn’t reach his usual high standards 
C Coyne: 6 — Made some uncharacteristic errors 
Sekulovski: 7 — Put in a good performance before be- 
ing substituted 
Burns: 6 — Not at his best 
Srhoj: 7 — Probably his best performance this season 
Pellegrino: 8 — Significantly improved on recent efforts 
Sterjovski: 7 — Didn’t provide much going forward but 
worked hard and contributed defensively 
Sikora: 6 — Scored a goal, but was uninvolved for much 
of the match 
Jelic: 7 — Another very good performance from the 
striker 
Amaral: 5 — Looks well below his best 
Howarth: 5 — Didn’t have his usual impact 
Harnwell: 6 — Made some impact in an unfamiliar 
midfield role before being forced into goals in stoppage 
time 


GCUFC 


Higgins: 7 — Should have done better on the first goal 
but made amends in the second half 

Van den Brink: 7 — Solid defensively and caused signifi- 
cant problems at set pieces 

Rees: 6 — Put in a respectable performance 
Piorkowski: 5 — Looked well below his best before com- 
ing off at half time 

Thwaite: 7 — Provided a very solid performance 
Pantelidis: 6 — Solid without being outstanding 

Traore: 7 - One of United’s better performers 

Culina: 7 — Impressive as usual 

Caravella: 6 — Performed below his recent excellent 
form 

Smeltz: 7 — Wasn't always active, but scored a vital 
goal 

Milson: 6 — Not his best effort 

Anderson: 6 — Showed glimpses but was inconsistent 
Mebrahtu: 6 — Looked very lively on debut 


Fitzsimmons: 6 —A solid performance 
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Glory’s Branko Jelic gets the show on the road before Gold Coast reversed a two goal deficit. 
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old Coast 


shows its metal 


By Jacob Kagi 


Gold Coast United came from be- 
hind to earn a 2-2 draw against 
Perth Glory at ME Bank Stadium. 
Shane Smeltz was the hero for 
United, scoring in the 90th min- 
ute to claim a point for his side in 
controversial circumstances. 

The referee, Matthew Breeze, at- 
tracted much of the attention af- 
ter his decision not to award Glory 
what appeared to be a blatant 
free kick allowed Gold Coast to 
score its second goal. 

Perth scored twice within 75 sec- 
onds early in the first half through 
Branko Jelic and Victor Sikora 
and appeared to be on its way to 
an easy victory, but Bas Van den 
Brink scored in the 52nd minute 
to give the visitors a chance be- 
fore the New Zealand internation- 
al levelled the scores in the dying 
minutes. 

Glory made a change to its side 
for the first time in over one 
month, with former captain Ja- 
mie Coyne replacing Scott Neville 
at right back. United coach Miron 
Bleiberg resisted the temptation 
to start the Brazilian, Anderson, 
instead partnering Milson with 
Smeltz in attack. 


The hosts made a much brighter 
start, which led to it taking the 
lead in the 14th minute through 
Jelic. Winger Mile Sterjovski found 
Jelic at the far post, allowing him 
to tap in past goalkeeper Scott Hig- 
gins, who should have made been 
able to collect the ball before it 
reached the Serbian striker. 
Netherlands international Victor 
Sikora doubled Perth’s advantage 
less than two minutes later after a 
wonderful pass from Naum Seku- 
lovski. Sikora was able to beat the 
offside trap and get to Sekulovs- 
ki’s ball just before Higgins, seeing 
him poke post the goalkeeper. 
Perth continued to be the more 
impressive side, but the visitors 
almost got a goal back in the 38th 
minute. Van den Brink was able to 
find space and powerfully headed 
the ball after a free kick, but Glory 
goalkeeper Tando Velaphi made a 
brilliant reflex save, deflecting the 
ball away from the waiting Gold 
Coast attackers. 

United significantly improved 
after half time, and this led to it 
getting a goal back in the 52nd 
minute. Van den Brink once again 
made a nuisance of himself from 


a set piece as he drifted free from 
Coyne and made a firm header, 
which deflected off Perth mid- 
fielder Jacob Burns and went into 
the net. 

Gold Coast continued to put the 
pressure on but Glory nearly se- 
cured the win with 15 minutes 
remaining. Just seconds after Jelic 
had his close range effort brilliant- 
ly saved, the ball fell to Wayne 
Srhoj, who shot powerfully on the 
volley, forcing Higgins into anoth- 
er quality stop. 

Just before injury time, Smeltz 
salvaged a point for the ministers. 
Perth appeared to be on a break 
through Coyne, but Breeze did not 
award a foul for a mistimed tackle 
on the defender. This allowed 
Gold Coast to regain the ball and 
launch an attack through Steve 
Pantelidis, whose ball found the 
veteran forward on six yards and 
saw him finish past Velaphi. 

The weekends’ results saw Glory 
slip to seventh, and it faces a dif- 
ficult trip to Brisbane in its next 
game. Gold Coast remains top and 
will enter next week’s trip to face 
Central Coast full of confidence. 
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MATCH DETAILS 


Melbourne Victory 

(Carlos HERNANDEZ 4’) 
Wellington Phoenix 

(Tim BROWN 30’) 

Sunday, 13 September 2009 
Etihad Stadium, Melbourne 
Referee: Craig Zetter 


Assistant referees: Luke Brennan and Jim Nicolopoulos 


Fourth official: Lucien Laverdue 
Crowd: 17,644 


Melbourne Victory squad: 20.Glen MOSS (gk), 5.Surat SUKHA, 
6.Leigh BROXHAM, 7.Matthew KEMP, 8.Grant BREBNER, 
10.Archie THOMPSON, 11.NEY FABIANO (21. Robbie KRUSE 
58’), 12.Rodrigo VARGAS (c), 15.Tom PONDELJAK (22.Nick 
WARD 71’), 16.Carlos HERNANDEZ, 23.Adrian LEIJER 


Yellow cards: NEY FABIANO 14) Matthew KEMP 82’ 


Red cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix squad: 1. Mark PASTON (gk), 2. Manny 
MUSCAT, 3. Tony LOCHHEAD, 4. Jon McKAIN (10. Michael 
FERRANTE 90’ +1), 6. Tim BROWN, 7. Leo BERTOS (13. Troy 
HEARFIELD 64’), 8. Paul IFILL. 9. Chris GREENACRE, 11. DANIEL 
(21. Marco ROJAS 77’), 17. Vince LIA, 22. Andrew DURANTE (c) 


Yellow cards: Tim BROWN 90’ +2 
Red cards: Nil 


By Chris Aloi 


Melbourne Victory’s poor early season form 
has continued after the reigning champions 
were unable to break down an organized 
and energetic Wellington Phoenix outfit who 
ook away a well deserved point from Etihad 
Stadium last night. 

Though Melbourne took an early lead, Wel- 
lington responded by largely outplaying the 
reigning champions on their home turf for 
the remainder of the match, fighting back to 
equalize and dictate terms for much of their 
encounter in front of 17,544 fans. 

It leaves Ernie Merrick’s side still searching 
for their first home win of the season after 
four attempts. 

Melbourne had a dream start with Carlos 
Hernandez striking home a free kick after just 
three minutes. 

After a foul from ex-Melbourne player Vince 
Lia on Ney Fabiano, the Costa Rican interna- 
tional beat a diving Mark Paston with a curling 
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Wellington’s Tim Brown silences Etihad Stadium with an equaliser against the champs. 
PHOTO BY DANIEL FLIS 


Hangover continues 
for Victo 


25 metre effort to notch his third goal of the 
season. 

Wellington responded positively and had a 
chance to level the scores in the 18th minute 
after a cross from Chris Greenacre found Dan- 
iel unmarked, but the Brazilian’s volleyed ef- 
fort from the edge of the area was hit straight 
at Glen Moss. 

The visitors were not overawed by the vocal 
Etihad Stadium crowd and deservedly equal- 
ized courtesy some great passing interplay 
between Daniel and Greenacre. Daniel ran on 
to Greenacre’s through ball on the right wing 
and crossed in to Tim Brown who calmly put it 
past Glen Moss to equalize after 29 minutes. 

Wellington could have taken the lead when 
captain Andrew Durante fired in a cracking 
header from a Leo Bertos corner which forced 
a great save from Moss in the 35th minute. 

Ney Fabiano headed wide just before half 
time from a Hernandez corner, but it was Ricki 


Herbert’s men who made most of the running 
in the first half. 

After the break the Phoenix continued to 
apply pressure to the hosts, Daniel’s 54th 
minute corner finding Tim Brown, but his free 
header sailed wide of the mark. 

Chances were scarce for the hosts with Wel- 
lington’s centre-back pairing of McKain and 
Durante exceptional and with Brown, Dan- 
iel and Ifill having the better of the midfield, 
Melbourne struggled to assert themselves on 
proceedings. 

Melbourne’s midweek signing Robbie Kruse 
made his debut off the bench in the second 
half but wasn’t able to spark a Melbourne 
side who looked devoid of creativity for the 
most part despite the best efforts the classy 
Hernandez. 

After 70 minutes, Pondeljak picked out Her- 
nandez with a cross, Hernandez chesting the 
ball down and shaping to shoot before seeing 


the ball cleared away by the alert Phoenix de 
fence. 

After 82 minutes, Thompson led a counte 
attack to lay off for substitute Nick Ward, but 
again the danger was extinguished by the res 
olute Wellington defence before Melbourne 
could trouble Mark Paston. 

Wellington’s Greenacre had chance for a late 
winner on target at the death but his effort 
from the edge of the area was fired straight 
at Moss. 

Just afterwards a sharp, short cross providec 
by Hernandez was flicked goalward by Breb 
ner whose header flashed a foot wide of Pas 
ton’s left upright. 

But it was not Melbourne’s day and the 
reigning champs now are now faced with 4 
daunting double road trip to Adelaide anc 
Gold Coast in consecutive weeks. 
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MATCH DETAILS 


Sydney FC 0) 
North Queensland Fury 1 
(Robbie FOWLER 54’) 
Saturday, 12 September 2009 
Crowd: 16,699 


PLAYER RATINGS 


Ske 


Bolton: 5. Will not remember the goal very fondly. 
Cole: 6. Gradually improving. 

Colosimo: 7. Another strong defensive performance. 
Keller: 6. Still commanding in the air, but unimaginative 
in his use of the ball. 

Byun: 6. His crossing still needs considerable work. 
Gan: 6. Not quite involved enough, although he had 
one or two good moments. 

Corica: 6. Ran out of steam towards the end, as ex- 
pected. 

Grant: 6. An up-and-down game, occasionally over- 
exuberant in his challenges. 

Kisel: 6. Started well but disappeared in the second 
half. 

Brosque: 6. A few too many touches at times. 

Aloisi: 4. A poor game all round. 


Substitutes: 

Bridge: 5. Didn’t do much. 

Danning: 7. Added some bite, but not quite enough. 
Jurman: N/A. Late substitute for Keller. 


NQFC 


Henderson: 6. A horrible clanger, but he made up for it. 
Middleby: 6. Worked hard. 

Tambouras: 7. Up for the challenge, did a fine job in 
defence. 

Dodd: 7. See Tambouras. 

Stefanutto: 6. Rarely sighted in the second period, but 
not often threatened in defence. 

Griffiths: 7. A pleasing performance, always looking for 
action. 

Talay: 8. Outstanding in his use of the ball. 

Robinson: 7. One of his best A-League performances. 
Incisive at times. 

Tadrosse: 4. Didn’t quite seem to understand his role. 
McBreen: 8. Indefatigable. Won countless aerial balls. 
Fowler: 8. Asuperb goal. His class told on the night. 


Substitutes: 

Grossman: 6. Solid, unspectacular substitute effort. 
Daal: 7. Contributed well in both attack and defence in 
the final minutes. 

Williams: N/A. Late replacement for Fowler. 
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The Fury finally get the runs on the board as Sydney flops at the SFS. PHOTO BY GEOFF JONES 


Fury Opens Account 


By Mike Salter 


lan Ferguson’s North Queensland 
side gained their first-ever win in the 
A-League against a misfiring Sydney 
FC, who never quite recovered from a 
missed penalty in the first half. 

Vitezslav Lavicka made only one 
change to his Sydney side, restoring 
Steve Corica to the starting line-up in 
place of Mark Bridge. Paul Henderson 
was back in goal for the visitors, while 
Shane Stefanutto, fresh from his Soc- 
ceroo outing during the week, also re- 
turned to the first team. 

North Queensland began the game 
in aggressive fashion, and put the 
hosts on the back foot from the out- 
set. Marquee man Robbie Fowler al- 
most got the game off to a spectacular 
start in the very first minute, attempt- 
ing an audacious overhead kick from 
a Stefanutto throw. The former Liv- 
erpool hero, however, failed to make 
contact. 

The Fury had another chance on 12 
minutes, when Rostyn Griffiths made 
space for himself in the Sydney box 
before curling a shot over the bar. 
Griffiths was involved at the other end 
nine minutes later, when Karol Kisel 
nipped past him but failed to extend 
Henderson with a straightforward low 
shot. 

On 25 minutes, just as he did in the 
encounter between the two sides 
earlier in the season, Henderson 
conceded a quite needless penalty. 
A well-worked Sydney free kick saw 
Byun thread a ball through for Alex 
Brosque on the left-hand side of the 


box: Brosque’s touch took him away 
from goal, but Henderson dashed out 
and tripped the Sydney man, who was 
going nowhere. 


Up stepped John Aloisi, the best- 
known penalty-taker in the country. 
But he could not repeat his Novem- 
ber 2005 effort; Henderson redeemed 
himself by diving to his left and punch- 
ing out Aloisi’s poorly-taken spot kick. 

Griffiths was in action again just after 
the half-hour, firing a rebound wide 
after a good right-wing run by James 
Robinson. On 38 minutes it was the 
hosts’ turn again, Stephan Keller strid- 
ing up from the back to plant a back- 
header at goal from Kisel’s left-wing 
corner. Again, Henderson was on his 
mettle. 

Ufuk Talay had been influential in 
midfield against his old club, and on 
41 minutes his free kick from just out- 
side the Sydney box whistled over the 
crossbar after taking a deflection off 
Brendan Gan. In first-half injury time, 
Talay again had a shot at goal, this 
time from open play: Robinson turned 
it in, but North Queensland were de- 
nied by the linesman’s flag. 

The Fury continued to press in the 
second period. A fine move on 52 
minutes ended with Daniel McBreen 
crossing from the left for Fowler, 
whose deft header was held comfort- 
ably by Clint Bolton. A minute later 
Fowler returned the favour, sending 
an exsquisite through-ball to McBreen 
on the left: the Fury man advanced on 


goal and was shaping for a shot when 
Simon Colosimo came to the hosts’ 
rescue with a superb tackle. 

Yet the McBreen-Fowler combina- 
tion was not to be denied. In the very 
next minute, they had put the away 
side in front. A boot upfield from Hen- 
derson was flicked on by McBreen, 
and Fowler’s delightful left-footed lob 
caught Bolton off his line, sailing into 
the Sydney net. 

With their tails up, North Queensland 
played some sweetly cohesive football 
in the succeeding minutes; just after 
the hour, a lovely crossfield ball from 
Talay was headed into Fowler’s path 
by McBreen, but this time the mar- 
quee man sent his shot just wide of 
Bolton’s far post. 

Mark Bridge had arrived to reinforce 
the Sydney attack, replacing Shan- 
non Cole, but the substitute would 
take some time to get into the game. 
Nevertheless, on 65 minutes his neat 
pass gave Brosque the opportunity of 
a shot from twenty yards, which was 
deflected wide. 

Kofi Danning also joined the Sydney 
charge, the hapless Aloisi making way 
for the young winger. But although 
Sydney threw more men forward as 
the game drew to a close, they man- 
aged only one chance worthy of the 
name, a volley from Bridge which 
missed the target by some distance. 
The visitors, keeping their shape well 
as the minutes ticked away, hauled in 
the precious three points in assured 
fashion. 
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MATCH DETAILS 


Adelaide United 

(CASSIO 33’) 

Central Coast Mariners 0 
Friday, 11 September 2009 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 


PLAYER RATINGS 


AUFC 


Eugene Galekovic7 solid when called upon early in 
match, not a lot to do 2nd half 

Alemao (39th) 6came in & out of the match, was on 
fire then sustained broken nose 

lain Fyfe 7 stood up and was counted in this match, 
good solid game 

Cassio (92nd) 9 Pocket Rocket back with a ven- 
geance, 33’ goal superb, stole the limelight 

Lucas Pantelis 7 worked well in midfield, contributed at 
crucial times 


Adam Hughes 6 huge improvement in this match, best 


game so far 


Lloyd Owusu 7 missed great chances early, good moves, 


ran out of legs late in game 


Paul Reid 7 held the midfield strongly with good control, 


very solid game this time 

Travis Dodd (c) (83rd)8 a little rusty, great spurts of 
speed out ran his opponents, great assists 

Scott Jamieson 7 little terrier worked hard all match, 
some small mistakes but good overall 

Mark Rudan 
ship at the back, back to scratch 


CCMFC 

Danny Vukovic 6 should have done better with the 
goal, some positives shown 

Pedj Bojic 6 didn’t impress, felt he could’ve given more 
Brad Porter 6 at times was struggling, tried hard but 
was outdone 

John Hutchison (76th) 7 very physical but was out- 
numbered by Adelaide’s midfield 

Nik Mrdja 7 was very much in the game for 1st half, 
was kept quiet in 2nd 

Andrew Clark 7 struggled against Dodd, was in the 
wars for most of the match 

Nigel Boogaard 6 some crucial interventions and 
moves, petered out late in game 

Alex Wilkinson (c) 7 good captains match, held strong, 
constructive football 

Matt Simon 6 50th game lost his cool with 15 to 
go, frustration set in finally 

Ahmad Elrich (45th) 6 came out of blocks strongly,only 
played 1st half but was tenacious 

Nicky Travis (72nd) 6 had some moments in 1st half, 
but went off the boil in 2nd 
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By Lee Gagliardi / Player ratings by Nat Adamopoulos 


Adelaide United has returned to the winners 
list after a hard fought 1-0 victory over the 
Central Coast Mariners with Cassio finding 
the net on his return. The win was the first 
for United since round one where they de- 
feated Perth Glory by the same score line. 

All the pre match drama surrounded the 
return of captain Travis Dodd to the line up 
after a two week lay off due to a calf injury. 
Cassio also returned to the squad from a four 
week absence. 

Lloyd Owusu was given a start despite be- 
ing under an injury cloud after last week’s 
clash with team mate Michael Marrone. The 
latter was relegated to the bench as the Red’s 
coach Aurelio Vidmar tinkered with the for- 
mation. 

In what was a lively first half, the Reds again 
showed they are more than capable of cre- 
ating chances but were impotent in front of 
goal. 

Within the opening minute, Cassio made 
his presence felt with a deft cross that found 
Dodd on the back post. Dodd showed his 
lack of match practise by scuffing the shot 
and failing to trouble Danny Vukovic in the 
Mariners goal. 

Minutes later CCM’s Nicky Travis forced a 
fine save from Eugene Galekovic stinging the 
keeper’s gloves with a fierce shot. 

Owusu was the next to go close when he 
was teed up by Dodd. The burly striker sent 
his shot wide of the upright. 


Matt Simon almost got on the score sheet 
for the Mariners when his goal bound head- 
er was cleared off the line by a stoic United 
defence. 

In his first game back for a month, Cassio 


began to stamp his authority on the match. 
He tore through the Mariner’s defence coolly 
beating two players before his cut back found 
Dodd waiting on the back post. The skipper 
somehow slammed his shot against the up- 
right before a goal mouth scramble eventu- 
ally saw Central Coast clear the ball. 

After a frenetic opening ten minutes United 
settled and slowed down making life hard for 
the Mariners. Simon looked a threat as did 
John Hutchison but the Red’s defence were 
on song and limited the influence of CCM’s 
attackers. 

Just after the half hour mark United won 
a free kick in a dangerous position. Cassio 
stepped up and curled the free kick over the 
wall and watched as it hit the cross bar and 
ricocheted off Vukovic into the net. 

Minutes before half time Alemao had to be 
substituted after blood was streaming from 
his nose. It was later confirmed that the Bra- 
zilian had suffered a broken nose. Marrone 
replaced Alemao and slipped straight into 
right back. 

United went into the break with a goal buf- 
fer and on track to record a valuable three 
points. 

The second half however was a stark con- 
trast to the first and could only be described 
as dour and lacklustre. Given the first half 
was full of chances, most in the opening 
quarter of an hour; the second stanza began 
as a physical encounter. 

There were a fistful of stoppages which 
severely disrupted the momentum of the 
game. 

While United remained in control, CCM 
looked like they may have been able to snatch 
an equaliser. Although they were not partic- 
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Adelaide’s Brazilian Cassio scores a wonderful free-kick. PHOTO BY ADAM BUTLER 


Cassio magic 
sinks Mariners 


ularly dangerous when going forward, ther 
was a sense that a sniff at goal would hav 
been enough for the Mariners to pounce. 

Cassio continued his impressive displa 
while Reid drove the Red’s midfield. Owust 
presented himself regularly as well as tak 
ing a few runs which displayed his dynami 
game. 

Dodd was influential in his first game bac! 
and very nearly grabbed a contender for goa 
of the season. The captain set off on a maz’ 
70m run, dancing past three Mariners play 
ers. Dodd pulled the trigger on the edge o 
the box but his shot lacked any real powel 
His first game back ended in the 83rd minut 
when he was substituted to a rapturous ap 
plause from the 10,262 strong crowd. 

United boss Aurelio Vidmar was delighte: 
with the result, the Red’s first win since th 
season’s opening day, “It was really impor 
tant that we won tonight. Three points ar 
really healthy for us in terms of where we’r 
positioned on the ladder, so we just need | 
good run of wins now so hopefully two o 
three on the trot would be great.” 

Vidmar also commended Cassio and Dod 
on their performances after lengthy lay offs 
“| thought they were great. He (Cassio) wa 
great, Travis was great, Eugene was great, ev 
eryone. You probably want to give everyon 
three points tonight just in terms of wha 
we asked for during the course of the week 
their commitment, it was spot on tonight, 
Vidmar said. 

Adelaide United faces nemesis Melbourn 
Victory on Friday night (18th September) it 
a rematch of last season’s grand final whilt 
CCM host Gold Coast United. 
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MAN CITY STUNS THE GO 


Goal! Weekly checks out all the 
top class action from Europe. 


ENGLAND 

Manchester United showed their 
championship steel in the Premier 
League on Saturday, resigning Tot- 
tenham Hotspur to their first defeat 
of the season. 

Spurs went into the match on the 
back of four straight wins, and 
opened the scoring through the pres- 
ently prolific Jermain Defoe, after 
just 47 seconds. 

But United hit back through veteran 
Ryan Giggs, Anderson and Wayne 
Rooney, despite losing midfielder 
Paul Scholes on 59 minutes to a sec- 
ond bookable offence. 

Tottenham have been impressive and 
look likely to crack into the elusive 
top four if they continue their current 
form, but United proved their resil- 
ience. 

In the clash of the weekend, United’s 
cross-town rival Manchester City 
battled their way to a 4-2 victory 
over Arsenal at Eastlands. 

The big spenders underlined that 
they are definite title candidates, 
with former Arsenal forward, Eman- 
nuel Adebayor, bought for 25 mil- 
lion pounds, knocked in the decisive 
goal to make the scores 3-2. 

Manuel Almunia had conceded the 
first goal after he pushed Micah 
Richard’s towering header onto the 
post, but was unable to keep the rico- 
chet out. 

It took Arsenal over 40 minutes to 
reply, but Robin Van Persie finally 
netted an equalizer on 62 minutes. 
Craig Bellamy then gave City the ad- 
vantage, and Adebayor made it 3-1. 
Shaun Wright-Phillips put the result 
beyond doubt, resigning Tomas Ros- 
icky’s strike to the consolation cat- 
egory. 

Chelsea continued to ground out yet 
another result, with their 2-1 win 
over Stoke City. 

Abdoulaye Faye opened the scoring 


* 


By Julius Ross 


Adebayor ran the length of the pitch to celebrate in front of 
Arsenal’s fans 


for the Potters, but the Blues fought 
back and equalised through Didier 
Drogba. 

Florent Malouda then made the 
comeback complete with the final 
goal of the match, which means 
Chelsea maintains their 100 per cent 
record and sits top of the League. 
While Chelsea set the Premier 
League pace, Liverpool have man- 
aged to haul their season back on 
track after they romped to a 4-0 vic- 
tory over Burnley. 

Israeli international Yossi Benayoun 
scored a hat-trick, while Dirk Kuyt 
also put his name of the score-sheet. 
Portsmouth and Bolton went into 
their clash without a point between 
them at the start of play, so it was in- 
evitable that one side, or both in the 
case of the draw, would finally open 
their tally. 

It went down to the wire as the two 
strugglers produced a 3-2 thriller 
with Bolton the eventual victors. 
They had Gary Cahill to thank, when 
he netted in the last few minutes to 
resign Portsmouth to the bottom of 
the table. 

Blackburn Rovers also notched their 


first win of the new season, with a 
3-1 win over Wolverhampton Wan- 
derers. 

Darrent Bent continued his fine for 
with a double to help Sunderland 
overcome Hull City 4-1 and Hugo 
Rodallega scored his second goal 
of the campaign to give his Wigan 
side a 1-0 victory over West Ham 
United. 


FRANCE 

Lyon drew level with Ligue 1 leaders 
Bordeaux after a late Michel Bastos 
header earned them three points 
against Lorient. 

Lyon are now only behind Bordeaux 
on goal difference, as they try to 
reclaim their superiority over the 
French league. 

Both sides are locked on 13 points 
after five matches, with chasing pair 
Montpellier and Marseille two points 
behind on 11 each. 

Marseille defeated Le Mans 2-1 Ma- 
madou Niang’s superb volley and 
Brazilian striker Brandao’s header. 
Montpellier, beat newly promoted 
Lens 1-0, 

Marseille, fourth in the standings, 


OVERSEAS WRAP 


ONERS 


are one of six unbeaten teams as are 
third-placed Montpellier beat newly 
promoted RC Lens 1-0 at home. 


ITALY 

Juventus had newly-signed Uruguay- 
an Martin Caceres to thank in their 
2-0 win over Lazio, as the right-back 
smashed in a goal on his debut. 

On loan from Barcelona, Caceres 
opened the scoring an Juve stalwart 
David Trezeguet completed the vic- 
tory with a late second to maintain 
his side’s perfect start to the new 
season. 

It’s amazing to think that Juve played 
a whole season in the second divi- 
sion; they look odds on to take the 
Serie A title this season. 

Meanwhile, title candidates AC 
Milan were held to a uneventful 
0-0 draw with promoted Livorno, a 
worrying result on the back of a 4-0 
thrashing by cross-town rivals Inter 
before the international break. 


SPAIN 

Cristiano Ronaldo continued his suc- 
cessful start to life in Spain after he 
came off the bench to net the third 
goal of Real Madrid’s 3-0 rout of Es- 
panyol. 

The 94 million Euro winger was left 
out the starting line up, along with 
captain Raul, but Real were able to 
make do with out them, but Ronal- 
do’s strike proved his worth. 
Esteban Granero gave Real the lead 
and Guti made it 2-0 before Ronaldo 
entered the fray to strike a third. 
Real Madrid trail league leaders Bar- 
celona by goal difference, with both 
sides on six points. 

Barca’s new season sigining Zlatan 
Ibrahimoviac scored one and created 
a second for fellow strike partner 
Lionel Messi to lead them to a 2-0 
victory. 

Racing Santander and Atletico Ma- 
drid shared the spoils in a 1-1 draw, 
while Sevilla smashed Real Zara- 
goza 4-1. 
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METRO STARS CROWNED SA CHAMPS 


FFSA RESULTS 


DEVINE HOMES SUPER LEAGUE 
MetroStars 1 (M.Matricciani ‘41) 
Adelaide City 0 


Metro Stars have been crowned as 
the 2009 Divine Homes Super League 
Champions after a polished display de- 
feating Adelaide City 1-0 with a wonder 
goal from Michael Matricciani. 

In the rematch of the 2008 grand final where 
City claimed their fourth consecutive title in a 
2-0 victory, Metro inflicted revenge and broke 
the black and white dream of a record fifth suc- 
cessive championship. 

Metro were without star defender Daniel Me- 
nechella who was suspended after receiving a 
red card in the Preliminary Final victory against 
the Blue Eagles but welcomed back Scott Tun- 
bridge. Jace Cummins was a late withdrawal 
from City’s line up and Jordan D’Arsie came 
straight into the starting eleven. 

Metro raced out of the gates and gained the 
early upper hand, dominating possession and 
restricting Adelaide City to long balls. Player 
coach Damian Mori again started in defence 
but had his hands full with Matricciani, Tun- 
bridge and Louis Brain running riot. Paul Pe- 
zos lead City from the back but eventually the 
black and white defence came unstuck. 

Five minutes before the break, after a domi- 
nant performance by Metro throughout the first 
half, Michael Matricciani scored a brilliant 
goal and placed one hand on the cup for Metro 
Stars. 

Metro keeper Daniel Godley came off his 
line and collected a cross and amazingly threw 
the ball half the length of the field. Matricciani 
raced onto the throw and at full pace carried 
the ball 50m before outclassing two defenders 
in the 18 yard box. Matricciani showed poise 
and composure to coolly fire home past Ben 
Moore in the City goal. 

Adelaide City responded in the second half 
with Damian Mori moving himself to partner 
Nick Budin up front. Metro’s defence of Lee 
Robertson, captain Ivan Karlovic and David 
Menechella held strong and rarely gave the 
black and white’s a sight of goal. 

Nicholas Orr nearly gave City the perfect 
start to the second half but scuffed his shot 
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from inside 18 yards. 

Midway through the second stanza Menechel- 
la’s cross come shot almost doubled Metro’s 
lead hitting the apex of the goal. Matricciani 
then went close after a two on one fast break. 

The goal scorer collected the ball on the half- 
way line and charged towards goal with Me- 
nechella ahead of him. Matricciani had only 
a defender to beat and with his team mate to 
his left elected to shoot for goal. His shot was 
blocked and the attack broken down with some 
debate of Menechella being in an offside posi- 
tion. 

Metro had another chace after a slick ex- 
change of passes involving David Terminello, 
Corey Artone and Matricciani allowed Tun- 
bridge to turn and let fly from 18 yards. His 
shot however whizzed past the post. 

It was a fitting win for Metro Stars with coach 
Mike Barnett claiming his second champion- 
ship as coach in his final game at the club, “We 
deserve this. It proves we are the best team, we 
were the most consistent over the course of the 
season.” 

Captain Ivan Karlovic equally delighted with 
the win, “Everyone wrote us off at the start of 
the season but we believed we could do it. We 
were confident.” 

It was also a swansong for David Terminello 
and Corey Artone who are tipped to take on the 
coaching roles at Metro Stars for next season, 
however Terminello would not reveal his plans 
beyond celebrating the victory, ““We’re all just 
going to enjoy tonight. The win means so much 
to everyone here at the club.” 

In the Premier League Grand Final, minor 
premiers Adelaide Cobras lost out on penalties 
3-2 to Top Corner Sports Cup Winners Cum- 
berland Foxes. 

With both sides already promoted into the Su- 
per League for season 2010, it was the Premier 
League Trophy up for grabs. 

Cumberland took the lead in the 35th minute 
when Brenton Macdonald was brought down 
in the area. He stepped up to take the spot kick 
and fired his shot wide. 


>elebrate their Gra 


The referee ordered the spot kick to be retak- 
en for encroachment and this time Macdonald 
made no mistake. 

The lead only last a few minutes with Omarty 
Katuka equalising for the Cobras just before 
the break. 

An Oliver Totani chip into the box caught the 
Foxes keeper in no man’s land and Katuka was 
on hand to slide home the leveller. 

The match stayed level for the regulation 90 
minutes and the sides could not be separated 
after extra time. 

Ernie Icolaro and Ross Calabria missed pen- 
alties for the Cobras while Cup Final shoot out 
hero Alex Rideout converted the Foxes fourth 
spot kick to make the score 3-2. Mario Staltari 
then had his penalty saved by Marijan Kolar 
and handed the trophy to Cumberland. 


In the State League Grand Final, Enfield 
City needed extra time to score twice to de- 
feat West Adelaide 2-0. 

With the score deadlocked 0-0 after 90 min- 
utes, the match went into extra time. Russell 
Waller converted a spot kick at the second 
attempt after his first was saved. The referee 
ordered a retake and Waller converted. Yianni 
Sarris was expelled for West Adelaide after 
giving away the penalty. 

Substitute Peter Waine scored from half way 
in the dying stages before being sent off him- 
self for over celebrating. 

Minutes Prior, Waine was involved in a 
scuffle in front of the West Adelaide supporters 
which the referee had to bring under control. 
As play resumed, West pushed everyone for- 
ward in search of an equaliser and could only 
watch as Enfield broke from defence. 

Waine was left free on the halfway line and 
saw the keeper off his line and fired home from 
60m. Waine’s over zealous celebration saw 
him run the length of the pitch straight to the 
West Adelaide faithful. 

Seconds before the restart he was sent from 
the field as Enfield were crowned 2009 State 
League Champions. 


d final win in South Australia 
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(HT 1-0) 


MetroStars: D.Godley, Dav.Menechella, |.Karlovic, 
L.Robertson, J.Stavrides (M.Pirone 76), L.Brain, 
S.Grelli (C.Artone 86), A.Ciarla (D.Terminello 83), 
$.Tunbridge, M.Matricciani, A.Van Dommele. 
Adel City: B.Moore, J.D’Arsie, K.Nash, D.Mori, 
D.Morrell (P.DeRuvo 60), J.Negus, N.Orr, P.Pezos, 
P.Eleftherakis, D.Paladino, N.Budin. 


Yellow Cards: MetroStars (M.Matricciani 92), Adel 
City (K.Nash 85) 


DEVINE HOMES PREMIER LEAGUE 

Adelaide Cobras 1 (O.Katuka ‘43) 

Cumberland United 1 (B.Macdonald ’38 pen) (HT 
1-1) (FT 1-1) (AET 1-1) 

Cumberland won 4-3 on penalties 


Cobras: N.Crossley, R.Hrovatin (J.Carbone), 
M.Staltari, E.lcolaro, A.Jackson (P.Tsoukalas), 
C.Karittevlis, O.Totani, O.Katuka (D.Turner), 
R.Calabria, J.Christison, T.Tsiounis. 
Cumberland: M.Kolar, N.Young, R.Lippett, 
D.Varma, T.Briscoe, R.Macdonald (J.Daly), 
B.Macdonald, D.Stuart, J.Grgic (A.Rideout), 
S.Smith, G.McAllister (J.Loomes). 


Yellow Cards: Cumberland (D.Stuart) 


DEVINE HOMES STATE LEAGUE 

Enfield City 2 (R.Waller ‘108, P.Waine ‘119) 

West Adelaide 0 (HT 0-0) (FT 0-0) (AET 
2-0) 

Enfield won 2-0 in Extra time 


Enfield: P.Kourkoulis, Ja.Costa, M.Turner, 
M.Graham, D.Parhas, J.Tsekinis (P.Waine 80), 
Jo.Costa, A.Esposito, D.Bounds, R.Waller (K.tosh 
120), A.Pavanello. 

West Adel: K.Tsacos, Y.Sarris, P,;Kakavas 
(J.Mountzouris 116), G.Kalogerias, B.Weaver, 
S.Karagianis (C.Latham 78), P.Toumazos, 
S.Kezios, J.Spatharos, A.Giamarelos, C.Robinson. 


Yellow Cards: Enfield (D.Bounds 38, M.Turner 40, 
P.Waine 105) West Adel (Y.Sarris 9, J.Spatharos 
91, J.Mountzouris 120) 

Red Cards: Enfield (P.Waine 119) 
(Y.Sarris 106) 


West Adel 


By Lee Gagliardi 
Photo by Adam Butler 
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REDLANDS CAUSE MAJOR UPSET 


Redlands City Devils turned most pre-game 
predictions upside down and, in the pro- 
cess, inflicted on the Brisbane Strikers their 
second successive Grand Final loss, when 
they overcame an early goal to score a run- 
away 4-1 win in the Hyundai QSL Grand Fi- 
nal at Perry Park. 

The Devils, who finished the regular season in 
fourth place and had been written off by most ob- 
servers, were an unrecognisable outfit to the one 
that was fortunate to hang on to a 0-0 draw when it 
had a three-man numerical superiority to the Strik- 
ers two months ago. 

As is often the case with finals, this one opened 
at a scorching pace, and the Strikers were fortunate 
that the Devils did not score in the opening min- 
ute. Jean-Charles Dubois beat Strikers captain Matt 
Smith in a foot race to a long clearance from the 
Devils defence and lobbed goalkeeper Ryan Pearse, 
only to see the ball drop wide of the post. 

After the frantic opening, the game settled down 
for the next ten minutes. The Strikers had the bet- 
ter of possession, but there was not a great deal for 
either goalkeeper to be concerned about until Un- 
sworth brought the game to life in the 15th minute. 
Receiving the ball twenty-five metres inside the 
Redlands half in a central position, Unsworth 
sprinted forward, shrugging off an attempted tackle, 
and smashing a shot from outside the box low to 
the left of Redlands goalkeeper Mitch O’Brien, who 
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tried in vain to get a glove on the ball as it whistled 
past into the net. 

The visitors reacted as expected, getting forward 
in numbers and eventually won a free kick wide on 
the right in the 39th minute. Graham Fyfe stepped 
up to send a trademark curling delivery towards the 
Strikers’ goal and as Pearse came off his line, Wayne 
Knipe got to it first to drive a powerful header into 
the back of the Strikers’ net. 

The Strikers had a couple of attacking flurries just 
before the half time break, but as the teams went to 
the break at 1-1 it was the visitors who appeared to 
be on top. 

The Devils began the second half strongly and 
won another corner kick in the 48th minute. Knipe 
took the corner, sending the ball skimming across 
the top of a cluster of players in the six yard box to- 
wards the back post where Darren Davies was wait- 
ing, heading it past the despairing gloves of Pearse 
to give the Devils the lead. 


Stung by going behind, the Strikers produced one 
of their best attacks of the game, winger Carseldine 
scurried down the left touchline before cutting back 
infield and setting up Webber whose shot flew only 
inches wide of the Redlands goal. 

In the 71st minute the Devils landed a huge blow 
with their third goal. Once again, it came from a 
dead ball situation, with Fyfe swinging another cor- 
ner kick into the Strikers’ six yard box. This time 
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Pearse got a glove to the ball but could not hold it 
and, as it dropped to the ground, Russell Woodruffe 
reacted quickest to drive the ball into the net extend- 
ing the lead to 3-1. 

As the game went into its final fifteen minutes the 
home side piled on the pressure, keeping the Dev- 
ils deep in their own half and forcing them to play 
on the break. But the Devils yielded little and goal- 
keeper O’Brien provided a superb last line of de- 
fence, making a trio of crucial saves. 

In the 90th minute, with the Strikers throwing cau- 
tion to the wind and committing everyone forward, 
a move broke down allowing the Devils to break 
quickly. They took their chance as Danny Byrne 
made the most of the situation by slotting the ball 
into the left had corner of the net, securing an em- 
phatic victory for Redlands. 

Devils coach Dave Thorogood was an understand- 
ably delighted man after the match. 

“We only just scraped into the finals, and | think 
what set us up was playing a midweek game against 
the Queensland Roar youth side, when we beat 
them convincingly. I think that gave us the belief 
that we could do something in this competition. 
Even though it was knock-out, and even though we 
were playing teams above us, I truly believed that 
the lads felt that we could do it. 

For his part, Strikers coach Stuart McLaren gave 
full credit to Redlands for the way they performed. 


“They were the better team tonight. They didn’t 


allow us to settle into any rhythm and start playing 
our football”, McLaren said. 

“T think we probably contributed to that a little bit 
as well, but first and foremost you’ve got to say well 
done to Redlands. They deserved to win, took their 
chances from set pieces, and we really didn’t create 
as many chances tonight as we’re capable of” 


Brisbane Strikers 1 (Unsworth 15) v Redlands 
City Devils 4 (Knipe 39, Davies 48, Woodruffe 71, 
Byrne 91) 


Teams: 

Brisbane Strikers: Ryan Pearse (gk), Michael 
Butters, John Costello, Matt Smith (c), Craig Col- 
lins, Adam Webber, Steve Unsworth, Luke Morley, 
Chay Hews, Myles Carseldine, Jeromy Harris. 
Substitutes: Warren Moon, Gareth Musson, Scott 
MacNicol, Chris Di Sipio, Jerrad Tyson 

Redlands City Devils: Mitch O’Brien (gk); Ryan 
Bridge (c), Anthony Paolino, Albert Edwards, 
Darren Davies, Chris Bale, Danny Byrne, Wayne 
Knipe, Graham Fyfe, Russell Woodruffe, Jean- 
Charles Dubois. 

Substitutes: Jesse Lindemann, Pat Polistina, Scott 
Bow, Raj Oshen, Andrew Ralph. 


By Jarrod Ellis 
In Brisbane 
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SORRENTO VICTORY HANDS KNIGHTS TITLE 


Sorrento goalkeeper Cyril Sharrock was 
the hero as the Seagulls picked up three 
points against Perth to ensure their Pre- 
mier League survival for 2009. 

It has been a very long and tough season for last 
year’s champions and with three rounds to go rel- 
egation was still a very distinct possibility. Com- 
ing up against second placed Perth their goalkeep- 
er saved the day with vital saves and ensured that 
they hung on to pick up three points. 

Their victory also handed the titles to the West- 
ern Knights who sealed the Championship with- 
out kicking a ball, as their fixture was a 7pm kick 
off in Mandurah. 

Sharrock’s heroics started as early as the fifth 
minute when Onoforo seized on an error at the 
back by Sorrento and from the edge of the area 
tried to curl a shot around the Sorrento ‘keeper, 
but he palmed it around the post. 

Soon after he was lucky to see a McMurray 
header fly past his post when the big striker was 
left unmarked at the back post. 

Perth’s early dominance was then turned on its 
head in the 17th minute. Craig Simpson received 
the ball from his goalkeeper Martino, and with- 
out looking up passed the ball straight back. His 
pass was misdirected and went to the feet of Todd 
Harnwell. He controlled the ball, picked his spot 
and drilled a shot into the back of the net past the 
despairing Martino. Perth was 1-0 down. 

Amazingly for the remaining seventy-three 
minutes Martino did not have a save to make, and 
Perth could not break down Sorrento who went 
into the game with five defenders at the back. 

There were opportunities for Sorrento, but way- 
ward shooting saw shots from Harnwell, Macdon- 
ald and Thomas all sail harmlessly over the bar, 
as the side missed the finesse in front of goal that 


substitute Montgomery is renowned for. The top 
scorer last season when they won the league an 
unused substitute on the bench, and told that at 
31 his best days are behind him by the coaching 
staff. 

As half time approached Sharrock came into 
his own. The ever- dangerous from set pieces 
Sharland had a free kick on the left hand side of 
the box. His shot was a powerful one, and took a 
deflection, but Sharrock was there to pull off a su- 
perb save. In injury time McMurray headed over 
the cross bar under pressure from two defenders. 

Perth came out searching for an equaliser, and 
straight away Sharland combined well with Black 
and McMurray but his effort curled wide of the 
post. Then Black shot wide after good work by 
Pottier. 

Perth were despite the pressure a shadow of 
the side that people have come to expect, inju- 
ries having robbed them of their experience, and 
Icanovski at the back who was coerced out of re- 
tirement, playing as if should have stayed retired, 
as he was well below the exemplary standards he 
set in the past. 

In the 66th minute Perth came the closest to an 
equaliser. A corner from the right by Clisby al- 
most catching Sharrock out saw Sorrento concede 
a corner from the opposite side. This time Clisby 
was on the end of Pottier’s cross and Sharrock 
pulled off an outstanding save from his downward 
header, before Cain cleared. 

Sorrento did have a chance to seal the game in 
injury time when substitute Morgan went around 
the back of the Perth defence, he crossed, Harn- 
well missed his effort and the ball fell to the un- 
marked MacDonald, whose first touch let him 
down and the chance had gone begging. 

If Sorrento’s win was a surprise it was nothing 
compared to some of the other results this week- 


end. Bottom of the table Canning City went to 
Macedonia Park to take on Stirling Lions who five 
weeks ago were bottom of the table but had won 
their last five games. They were to win a sixth, 
convincingly, 4-2, although as they have done for 
the past three weeks Canning took the lead, and 
were in fact 2-0 up. Confidence appears to have 
deserted them and with two games to go it will be 
hard to climb off the bottom. 

Another team still in relegation trouble is Scott 
Miller’s Cockburn City and they suffered a sev- 
en goal mauling at the hands of Floreat Athena. 
Branmir Mikulic and Johny Mirco both netting 
hat tricks for Floreat as Cockburn lost 7-1. Next 
week will be vital for them as they play Canning 
in the final game of the season. 

Floreat’s opponents in the Soccer Pools Cup 
final Inglewood United also hit form banging six 
past Swan United away from home. Albert Ossei- 
Tutu grabbing a hat trick and Cocking a brace. 

Armadale are the third team facing relegation 
and they didn’t do their survival hopes any good 
going down to ECU Joondalup 3-0. This result 
sees ECU who was facing relegation six weeks 
ago now in the top five and in a finals position. 
An amazing turnaround by the club and coach Sid 
Amphlett, whose son Tommy has attracted inter- 
est from Melbourne Victory. 

The Perth result confirmed that the Western 
Knights are the league champions for 2009, and 
they kicked off against Mandurah knowing the 
title was theirs. Maybe they started celebrating a 
little too early and took their eyes off the task in 
hand as they went down 2-1 to Mandurah. 


By Ashley Morrison 
In Perth 


First Team 

Stirling Lions 4 (O’Callaghan 43, 86, 
Rhodes 74, 81,) Canning City 2 (Van 
Dongen 15, Trevisiol 25); Floreat Athena 7 
(Mikulic 15, 74, 76, Isaiah 17, Mirco 24, 30, 
50) Cockburn City 1 ( Gibson 60); Swan 
United 0 Inglewood United 6 (Stamatiades 
51, Osei-Tutu 59, 62, 67, Cocking 86, 92); 
Armadale 0 ECU Joondalup 3 (Amphlett 
11, McCulloch 14, Blackmore 89); Perth SC 
0 Sorrento FC 1 (Harnwell 17); Mandurah 
City 2 (Loreto 2, 73) Western Knights 
1(Campbell 55) 


Reserves 

Stirling Lions 7 Canning City 0; Floreat 
Athena 2 Cockburn City 0; Swan United 
2 Inglewood United 1; Armadale 1 ECU 

Joondalup 2; Perth SC 1 Sorrento FC 0; 
Mandurah City 2 Western Knights 2. 


Under 18’s 

Stirling Lions 4 Canning City 0; Floreat 
Athena 2 Cockburn City 2; Swan United 
2 Inglewood United 3; Armadale 0 ECU 


P W DL F A GD Pt 
Western Knights 20 16 1 3 44 19 25 49 
Perth SC 20 13 3 4 52 28 24 42 
Floreat Athena FAQ) 710) G} 7 AI Gir fe eke} 
Mandurah City 20 8 4 8 33 30 3 28 
ECU Joondalup 20 9 1 10 39 38 1 28 
Inglewood United 20 8 4 8 31 34 -3 28 
Stirling Lions 20 8 3 9 36 40 -4 27 
Swan United 20 8 3 9 30 43 -13 27 
Sorrento 20 7 4 9 34 37 -3 25 
Cockburn City 20 6 2 12 30 38 -8 20 
Armadale 20 5 4 11 31 46 -15 19 
Canning City 20 5 2 13 36 48 -12 17 
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The Sutherland Shire Sharks are the new 
NSW Premier League champions, having 
defeated the Marconi Stallions 4-1 in a 
thrilling final at the CUA Stadium in Pen- 
rith. Robbie Stanton’s side thereby erased 
the memory of last year’s grand final loss, 
and secured their second piece of silver- 
ware for the season: the team from the 
southern suburbs had already carried off 
the Tiger Turf Cup. 

Marconi began the game in aggressive style, and 
soon put Sutherland on the back foot. Marconi’s 
Iraqi import Ali Abbas tested Nathan Denham 
with a right-footed volley on three minutes, and 
although Sutherland had a half-chance at the other 
end a minute later through young Blake Powell, 
the Italian-backed club retained the momentum. 
Erick Anabalon’s snap-shot on seven minutes 
flew just wide of the Sutherland goal. 

Some cracks were apparent in the Marconi de- 
fence, with Ben Spruce and Jim Bakis going close 
for Sutherland as the game began to settle into a 
pattern of Marconi attack and Sutherland counter- 
attack. Powell was again involved on 12 minutes, 
ruled offside after he found the back of the net 
from a left-wing cross. At the other end, a subtle 
back flick from Anabalon found the lively Ous- 
mane Toure, whose left-footed cross-shot from 
twelve yards whistled just the wrong side of the 
upright. 

Marconi were unquestionably playing the more 
attractive football, and a delightful move involv- 
ing Toure and Ali Abbas deserved a better even- 
tual shot from Alex Canak. But on 28 minutes, 
against the run of play, Sutherland took the lead. 

Bakis floated a free kick across from the right, 
and Powell positioned himself well at the far post 
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SHARKS ROMP TO NSW TITLE 


to nod the ball back into the centre. James Chro- 
nopoulos in the Marconi goal lost his bearings, 
and Neil Jablonski was presented with an empty 
net, which he duly headed the ball into. 

The Marconi assault continued. Anabalon teed 
up Vamana Diarra cleverly, but the Ivorian young- 
ster blazed over the top. No better was the shot by 
Anabalon himself on 33 minutes, after a superb 
run by Toure was complemented by a smart cut- 
back. 

Sutherland threatened to extend their lead as the 
half drew to a close. First Michael Katz brought 
off one of his trademark overlapping runs, even- 
tually crossing for Powell to head straight at 
Chronopoulos; then, on 43 minutes, Bakis was 
left mysteriously unmarked in the area, but failed 
to get enough power or direction on his eventual 
shot. From the rebound, Bakis looped the ball 
back into the area, and Jablonski’s header crept 
over the bar. 

Toure switched to the left in the second period, 
as Marconi continued to dominate the midfield 
without making real progress in the final third. 
Indeed, it was Sutherland who had the first two 
chances of the half, Brad Boardman curling a 
left-footed shot over the top, and an out-of-sorts 
Panny Nikas failing to trouble Chronopoulos with 
a low shot. 

The sides continued to cancel each other out 
until the 71st minute, when Jablonski nipped into 
a gap on the Marconi left and squared the ball ex- 
pertly; Nikas, however, could not direct his shot 
beyond the alert Chronopoulos. Only a minute 
later, the scores were level. 

Marconi’s goal too had its origin in a deep cross 
from the right, from Toure: the Sutherland defence 
was unable to clear, and the ball reached Nahuel 


Arrarte on the left, who volleyed a fine shot above 
a pile of bodies in the area, and in at the far post. 

Marconi were not to enjoy their parity for long. 
On 75 minutes, a long ball was played forward for 
Nikas; Marconi forced the ball away, but only as 
far as Boardman on the left. The big Sutherland 
striker’s first shot was blocked, but he fired the 
rebound low and hard into the far commer of the 
Marconi goal. 2-1. 

Tim McGowan had come on a substitute for 
Marconi, and his right-wing incursions seemed 
the most likely route to a second equaliser. On 77 
minutes, he rounded his man but was only able 
to fire into the side netting, while on 84 minutes 
he connected with a clever ball over the top from 
Toure: chesting the ball down somewhat heavily, 
he was unable to get a second touch, with Den- 
ham quick off his line. 

Sutherland sealed matters three minutes from 
the end with a picturebook goal. Bakis and Katz 
combined beautifully on the right (as they have 
done so often this season), with Katz eventually 
released for a run along the right-hand by-line. 
Shaping to square the ball, Katz instead sent 
a powerful and precise shot into the gap which 
Chronopoulos had left between himself and the 
near post. 

It was clearly all over, and the final goal was 
merely the spark for the Sutherland celebration. 
Boardman again received the ball on the left; 
thrusting his way through an utterly spent Mar- 
coni defence, he unselfishly cut the ball back for 
Nikas, who ended an indifferent afternoon on a 
high note by firing the ball home, off the right- 
hand post. Congratulations Sutherland, champi- 
ons of NSW for 2009. 
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TELECHOICE PREMIER LEAGUE: 
GRAND FINAL: FIRST GRADE: 
Sutherland Sharks 4 (Neil Jablonski 
27m Bradley Boardman 76m Michael 
Katz 87m Panagiotis Nikas 90m) 
Marconi Stallions 1 (Nahuel Arrarte 
72m). 


SUPER LEAGUE: GRAND FINAL: 
FIRST GRADE: PCYC Parramatta 
8 (C Camilleri 119m ) Spirit FC 9 (C 
Paradisis 95m) Win by penalties (0-0 
F/T 1-1 E/T). 


DIVISION TWO: FINAL SERIES: MA- 
JOR SEMI FINALS: FIRST GRADE: 
Camden Tigers 3 (B Green 92m J 
Cook 97m) Gladesville Ryde Magic 
2 (T Nastoulis 42m A Morris 118m) 
Win by penalties (1-1 F/T 2-2 E/T). 
RESERVE GRADE: Camden Tigers 2 
Gladesville Ryde Magic 1. 


MINOR SEMI FINALS: FIRST GRADE: 
Colo Colo Wanderers 3 (I Peti 30m 
M Sanchez 113/119m) Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 1 (N Andreou 55m) Extra 
Time (1-1 F/T). RESERVE GRADE: 
Roosters FC 1 Hawkesbury City 0. 


By Mike Salter 
In Sydney 


INTERSTATE 


SOUTH HOBART AND CLARENCE UNITED IN GRAND FINAL 


South Hobart and Clarence United 
will meet in next Friday’s grand final 
of the Tasmanian Top-Four series at 
KGV Park. 

Saturday’s semi-finals drew a large crowd 
to KGV Park as it was a double-header and 
the weather was balmy. 

South Hobart beat a nine-man Glenorchy 
Knights 4-2 in a penalty shoot after the sides 
were locked together at 0-0 after extra- 
time. 

Clarence United downed Hobart Zebras 
5-4 in a goal feast that also needed extra- 
time to find a winner. 

South Hobart dominated the match against 
Glenorchy Knights but simply could not 
score despite having some glorious chanc- 
es. 
Amadu Koroma should have put Knights 
in front in the opening minutes, but his shot 
from an acute angle on the left was charged 
down by South Hobart keeper Mark Mon- 
cur. 

For the remainder of the match, it was all 
South Hobart, but poor finishing and reso- 
lute defending by the Knights ensured the 
game remained scoreless. 

Kostas Kanakaris hit a post for South, 
while Josh Heerey missed an absolute sitter 
set up for him by Kanakaris. 

Knights had Mynonge Kamba sent off in 
the 51st minute for a foul on Daniel Brown, 
but the Knights held on with 10 men. 

Brown required treatment and, after com- 
ing back on for a few minutes, had to be 
substituted. 

Knights were reduced to 9 players in the 
72nd minute when goalkeeper Alex Tatnell 
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Glenorchy Knights’ defender Adrian Lawler (left) foils South Hobart 
striker Kostas Kanakaris 


was injured while preventing a shot from 
Seth Otte. 

He suffered ankle ligament damage, and, 
fortunately for him, the ball flew wide of the 
target. 

Having used all their substitutes, outfield 
player Tom Sherman, who had come on as a 
substitute only minutes earlier, went in goal 


and produced some brilliant saves in the re- 
maining period of normal time, and again in 
the half-hour of extra-time. 

Sherman - whose brother, James, the 
Melbourne Knights player, was in the stand 
watching - was brave, agile and confident 
in his keeping and saved several dangerous 
shots as South sought to use their two-man 


advantage to snatch victory. 

Penalty misses in the shoot-out by Corey 
Smith and Alex Holmes cost Knights the 
match as only Jade Clay and Breno Dos 
Santos scored for them, while Bart Bee- 
croft, Hugh Ludford, Liam Scott and David 
Cooper netted for South. 

Clarence and Zebras squandered numer- 
ous easy chances but still scored nine goals 
between them in the 120 minutes. 

Ben Hamlett put Clarence in front in the 
24th minute, but substitute Adam Young 
equalised in the 61st minute with his first 
touch. 

Dwayne Walsh gave Zebras a 2-1 lead in 
the 70th minute, but an equaliser by Chris 
Hunt six minutes from the end took the 
game into extra-time. 

Four goals in six minutes in the first period 
of extra-time made for a tense finish. 

Two goals by Luke Cripps put Clarence 
4-2 ahead, but two goals by Jayden Welch 
made it 4-4 with just 13 minutes remaining. 

Hamlett, who had an excellent game, hit 
Clarence’s winner in the 106th minute when 
he was left unmarked inside the box and 
collected Andy Barron’s low cross from the 
right. 

In Division One, two goals by Bernhard 
Klasen and one each by Colin Shepherd, 
Ben Davis and Sam McDonald gave Beach- 
side a 5-1 win over wooden-spooner Chris- 
tian United. 


By Walter Pless 
Photo by Waletr Pless 
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Young Guns Dept. 


By George Kouroumalis 


STARS IN THEIR EYES 


¥ 


With the 2009 Victorian Premier League 
season heading towards its conclusion, 
Goal! Weekly’s George Kouroumalis 
looks back on those footballers who 
have made an impression this season 
in the top flight of Victorian Football. 


Altona Magic — Kliment Taseski 

The 18-year-old midfielder has impressed all 
onlookers in 2009 with his excellent work rate 
and technical ability. 

He has been able to impose himself into the 
experienced Altona Magic line-up, playing an 
integral role in the plans of coach Vlado Torte- 
vski. 

In 2010, he will get his chance to further shine 
in the National Youth League for Melbourne 
Victory. 


Dandenong Thunder — Jack Hingert 
Jack burst onto the Premier League scene with 
newly promoted Dandenong in 2009 by begin- 
ning to dominate games from the outset. 

The 19-year-old defender has the ability to 
play on both sides of defence, as well as being 
able to cause problems to opposition sides as 
in attack as well. 

His form was rewarded midway through the 
season when he was offered a one year con- 
tract with A-League newcomers North Queen- 
sland Fury. 


Green Gully Cavaliers — Aziz Behich 
Young Behich has been another 18-year-old 
midfielder who has made his mark on the 2009 
VPL. 

Coming through the ranks at Green Gully, 
the youngster scored a scorching injury time 
goal in the Elimination Final at Altona to send 
the game into extra time. 

In 2009/10 he will be given a chance to shine 
at a national level after being selected in the 
Melbourne Victory Youth Squad for the up- 
coming National Youth League season in the 
middle of the park alongside Taseski of Al- 
tona. 


Heidelberg United - Rudy Saglam 
A very talented footballer, Rudy has proven 
in his limited game time that he is technically 
one of the better young players in the competi- 
tion. 

With an excellent burst of pace and an ability 
to use both sides of his body, Rudy is someone 
who Heidelberg coach George Katsakis will 
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be looking at to break into the starting line-up 
for 2010. 

His ability has also been noted overseas, with 
many Turkish First Division clubs, including 
Turkish giants Galatasaray, closely looking at 
the young attacking player. 


Hume City — Jason Davidson 

Possessing a famous surname in Australian 
football, Jason is the son of former Socceroos, 
South Melbourne and Melbourne Knights leg- 
end Alan Davidson. 

In a similar manner to his father, Jason is a 

very tough and highly skilled footballer who 
can play in a range of different positions. 
His ability not only to win the ball, but to be 
able to use it effectively is a key reason why he 
has secured himself a professional contract in 
Portugal for this upcoming European season. 

With this in mind, many experts are expect- 
ing to see him as part of the Socceroos squad 
in years to come. 


Melbourne Knights — Mate Dugandzic 
Since the days of the NSL the Melbourne 
Knights have been regarded as a club that has 
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Seb Petrovich 


had a great ability to produce fantastic young 
footballers. Another one to add to the list is 
18-year-old Mate Dugandzic. 

Dugandzic is a quick and highly skilled 
young footballer that is renowned for his abil- 
ity to torment defenders by his will to continu- 
ally take players on. In his short career to date, 
he has tasted European football with a stint 
at Dinamo Zagreb in Croatia, whilst recently 
being signed to play in the A-League by Mel- 
bourne Victory as a replacement for Danny 
Allsopp. 

Unlike many others who will only be playing 
at youth level, Mate will now get his chance to 
show his worth on the national stage in the top 
flight of Australian Football. 


Oakleigh Cannons — Stephen Hatziko- 
stas 

A former VIS graduate, Hatzikostas was im- 
pressive when given a chance in the midfield 
of the Oakleigh Cannons this season. 

Playing next to the likes of the experienced 
and highly rated Bill Damianos, Hatzikostas 
started to gather more confidence as the year 
progressed after a relatively slow start. 
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His impressive form has also lead the 17- 
year-old to be selected in the 2009/10 Mel- 
bourne Victory Youth Squad. 


Preston Lions — Damir Salcin 

In a tough season for the famous Victorian 
club, Preston were forced to give many young 
footballers a chance to taste the top flight of 
Victorian Football. 

One of these players was shot stopper Damir 
Salcin who due to the lack of experience in 
the squad, was asked to play a leading role for 
his side under very difficult and trying condi- 
tions. 

Despite Preston having the worst defence in 
2009, Salcin grew as a footballer, taking it on 
his own accord to stop his side from conceding 
more goals. 

Though he conceded the most goals in the 
VPL, he should be pleased with his individual 
effort. 


Richmond Eagles — Erhan Karahan 
Despite being around for a few years, 22-year- 
old Erhan Karahan has been a shining light for 
Richmond in a disappointing 2009 season. 

Already one of the better defenders in the 
VPL, Karahan returned to the VPL after a very 
successful stint in Turkey with Sivvaspor. 

His form in 2009 has been exceptional, com- 
manding the left hand side of the park to pro- 
vide the Eagles with a wall in defence, as well 
as a very hard working attacking option. 

With many A-League clubs looking for de- 
fensive players, Erhan is a perfect option for 
anyone who wants an experienced, commited 
and young option. 


South Melbourne — Sebastian Petrovic 
The solid midfielder returned to lakeside in 
late 2008 following short spells at Heidelberg 
and Whittlesea. 

In what has been a breakout year for him, Se- 
bastian has asserted himself as a clean tackling 
and hard working player who played an inte- 
gral part of the 2009 SMFC Finals Campaign. 
His ability to be a leader on the park has also 
shone through, where he is continually pro- 
viding a great example for many young foot- 
ballers coming through the ranks 

By winning the club’s best and fairest in 
SMFC’s 50th year anniversary, Petrovic will 
be looking to build on his year by continuing 
to be a standout and important midfielder for 
the Blues in 2010. 
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By Leroy Jerome Robinson in the UK 
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THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE OVERRATED 


Anyone who has managed to read my 
column for the past 4-5 months will know 
that my opinions are largely based on 
stats. It’s easier to justify an opinion by 
throwing incontrovertible facts out there 
rather than just inane opinion. So, for 
this last issue for some months, | will dis- 
pense with any stats-based opinions and 
go with the inane and see where that gets 
me. Here goes...erm... 
That didn’t get me too far. 

For this season-ending edition I'll look at 
the players who have over-performed (if 
there’s such a thing), underperformed, 
and those who we’re still waiting to see 
the real deal from. 


The Good 

It would be too easy to go with guys like Wayne 
Rooney and Jermain Defoe, the top scorers in 
the EPL with 5 goals, and of course it would 
be entirely correct. With CR7 metamorphosed 
into CR9, the mantle of “the main man” had to 
be picked up by Wayne. The signings of Owen, 
Valencia and Obertan were never going to take 
away that fact. 

Playing in a more central role where his job 
is to score goals, Wayne carried on his England 
form into this season and 1s already being talked 
of as a candidate for EPL player of the year. I’m 
tipping him to reach the 20 goal mark this sea- 
son, especially as he takes penalties. 

Consistent goal scoring has been the only thing 
missing from his game. I’m looking at him be- 
coming a complete player this season, the type 
of player to carry England on his back and all 
the way to at least a semi-final spot in the World 
Cup. 

Defoe is benefiting from being reunited with 
Harry Redknapp and quite frankly it’s no sur- 
prise he’s scoring goals, playing at Spurs rather 
than Pompey will do that for you. But what about 
the unsung players, players whose name might 
not ever be in this paper again? 


Thomas Vermaelen 

From his first game of the season, albeit against 
a very anaemic Everton side, I liked what I saw. 
The words a young Cannavaro sprung to mind 
(Fabio, not his inferior brother Paulo). Since then 
nothing I’ve seen has dissuaded me. If anything 
he looks a more assured and comfortable defend- 
er in the Arsenal system than his more experi- 
enced colleague Gallas. 

Coming off back-to-back defeats by both Man- 
chester clubs his inclusion may seem strange yet 
his performance against Manchester City in the 
second half aside, he’s been flawless. 


Gareth Barry 
Not quite a defensive midfielder and not quite 
an attacking midfielder, Barry is the new breed 
of “holding player” - a player who doesn’t track 
runners much (he has no pace) and doesn’t run 
beyond the attackers into spaces (he has no 
pace! ). What he does do he does very effectively. 
That is picking up the ball from his back four, 
providing a shield against attacking midfielders. 
He can also play the slide rule pass to the mid- 
fielders that do have the legs to sprint beyond the 
forwards, though we haven’t seen that just yet. 
Gareth has settled into the captaincy and the 
central midfield role as though he’s played at 
City for years. Just don’t ask him to do anything 
beyond his job description. 


Aaron Lennon (pictured above) 

Joined Spurs as a teenager from Leeds, so if it 
seems as though the 22 year-old has been around 
for ages it’s because he has. At times he’s an 
excellent dribbler, and though he has a limited 
range of skills he does seem to go past players 
with ease using changes of direction. If ever he 
works on his crossing he can become (almost) 
the complete player. A lack of height means he’ll 
always be in the land of the giants in the penalty 
area so his only participation at corners will be 
to take them. 

His start to the season is promising and mir- 
rors that of his team. Yet the problem for him and 
Spurs will be keeping things consistent when 
there are others around trying to stop you. The 
game at home to United showed there is a long 
way to go. 


The Bad 

Darren Fletcher 

I don’t need stats to choose Fletcher. This lad 
missed the European Cup final with a red card 
when the game was won and garnered the sym- 
pathy of a nation, except mine. He is the an- 
tithesis of Gareth Barry. Rubbish passer, tracks 
runners and works very hard for the team as a 
defensive midfielder, but cannot pass water let 
alone a football. The other problem I have with 
him is he can’t tackle so every other challenge he 
puts in is a foul. 

He goes for balls he shouldn’t and though I 
applaud his belief that he will get to every one 
of them, if you tackle with your wrong foot and 
take man before ball it’s a penalty, and that’s the 
reason he missed the European Cup Final. 

As a player he offers nothing to the creative 
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element of United and can only be described as 
a midfield destroyer and an athlete, someone 
who’ll run all day, mainly because that’s all he’s 
good at. 


The overrated 

Robin Van Persie 

I know he scored on Saturday against Man City 
but too often he'll get the ball and look like a 
short-sighted drunk struggling to find out where 
he misplaced his can of beer, or in his case where 
he’s misplaced the ball. He does get into some 
excellent goal-scoring positions but lacks the in- 
stincts of a top class forward to stick away half- 
chances. 

Paradoxically, give him space for a shot or a 
free kick outside the penalty area and he’ll look 
world class. So far this season he’s gotten 1 goal 
and 3 assists from 4 games which is a decent 
return, for a midfielder. Is Van Persie really the 
striker to pick up the burden of being the main 
goal scorer for Arsenal? I think not but I’ve been 
wrong before... 


Dimitar Berbatov 

Dimi, Dimi, where for art thou Dimi? He got the 
move he wanted and the pay rise he wanted but 
unfortunately it’s the same old Berba. Languid, 
disinterested and lazy. He had a couple of good 
seasons for Spurs and on the back of that orches- 
trated a move away. I am probably one of many 
people very pleased he has performed with all the 
effectiveness of a punch-drunk boxer. So bad has 
he been that SAF didn’t even trust him to start at 
home to Arsenal. If you play your best players in 
the big games then what does it say about him 
that Ryan Giggs started? 


He played in the game at Spurs before being 
substituted and booed off by the crowd. The way 
he played they should have begged Fergie to 
keep him on. So what do you get for £30m these 
days? 0 goals and 0 assists. Big price tag, big re- 
sponsibility, big letdown. 

A mention should go out to Alan Hutton, Spurs 
Scottish right-back who seems to be at the heart 
of every goal, for the opposition! A shout-out 
also needs to go to the whole Portsmouth team — 
too many bad individuals to fit in one article. 


CRADLE SNATCHERS 

There has been a lot of talk about a conspiracy 
against Chelsea due to the ruling by FIFA that 
they induced a young player to break his contract 
with Lens. I’m not going to comment on the ri- 
diculous conspiracy theory — Lens complained 
and Chelsea was found guilty after a 2 year pro- 
cess. The real point is how widespread is this 
policy Chelsea were found guilty of? 

Earlier this week SAF said it would be “crazy” 
of Manchester United to induce young players 
from foreign countries by offering houses and 
money to the parents. They have been accused 
by Le Havre — another French club — of doing 
just that. 

His argument was it would be barmy for one of 
the world’s best clubs to resort to such measures 
as they would be bound to be found out. 

However, he admitted during the Paul Gascoi- 
gne saga that what swayed the deal were Paul’s 
parents being offered a house by Tottenham 
Hotspur. This was back in the 1980s. Is it re- 
ally such a stretch to think that if a club rate a 
young player highly they wouldn’t resort to such 
means? Even a huge club like United? If signing 
a promising player means shelling out £200,000 
for a house then surely that’s good business, an 
investment, leaving aside that it’s against the 
FIFA code of conduct? 

Would it be even more of a stretch to say that 
Manchester United learned from that “mistake” 
and wouldn’t be averse to using the same tactics 
that Spurs used to bag Gazza? Make up your own 
mind but one thing in my mind is certain. What- 
ever goes on at Manchester United — fair or foul 
— would be with the full knowledge of SAF and 
the tactics Chelsea used are surely not confined 
just to West London. 

Let’s remember that Chelsea chief executive Pe- 
ter Kenyon was formerly employed in the same 
role at ... yes, that’s right, Manchester United. 


GUUS HIDDINK: ANTI-ARSENAL OR 
PRO-CHELSEA? 

Andrei Arshavin is sidelined for Arsenal’s next 
three games, including the defeat at Man City. 
Was it because he was injured playing for Russia 
during their 3-1 win at Wales? No. He was already 
injured, according to Arsene Wenger, and the Rus- 
sians played him knowing full well he was. 

Aside from it being wrong for that situation to 
arise can we assume that if Yuri Zhirkov was in 
the same predicament that Guus Hiddink - former 
Chelsea coach and friend of Roman Abramovich 
- would do exactly the same and risk the player 
knowing he could incur the wrath of Chelsea’s bil- 
lionaire owner? 

Make up your own mind but during the game 
there was a point when Arshavin appears to ges- 
ture that he wants to come off and Hiddink ap- 
pears to wave him back on. How will manag- 
ers like Wenger respect international football if 
coaches from international teams don’t respect 
the players? 
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By Adam North in the UK 


ALL TO PLAY FOR! 


LONDON CALLING 


One month gone but still plenty more football to go 


And so a whole month of English 
Premier League football has already 
passed us by. Some teams are fly- 
ing high at the top of the table, some 
have had their high expectations ta- 
pered slightly, and some teams are 
already fearing the trapdoor opening 
below them sending them plummeting 
down into the Championship. But ev- 
eryone mustn’t forget that August was 
only four games worth of football, and 
there are still thirty four games to go in 
the league, as well as the FA Cup, the 
League Cup and all the European com- 
petitions. So what were the main high- 
lights of the league so far, and what 
can we look forward to in the months 
to come. 

Four rounds of the Premier League doesn’t 
sound like a whole lot, but there have al- 
ready been quite a few highlights and talking 
points for all football fans to puzzle over and 
enjoy. Probably the biggest talking point in 
the league’s off-season was the transfer activ- 
ity of Manchester’s second team, Man City, 
who had acquired some big names and some 
quality players in the hope of breaking into 
the top four. Some pundits doubted whether 
they were either good enough or in fact ready 
for such a push, yet it is so far so good for the 
sky blues, as of this writing, with three wins 
out of three, and no goals conceded. But, 
and like J-Lo this is a big but, they are yet to 
test themselves against any quality opposi- 
tion, so let’s wait and see whether they can 
continue to challenge. 

Along with City, another club with aspi- 
rations of breaking into the top four is Tot- 
tenham Hotspur, who have also gotten off to 
a perfect start. Unlike City, though, Spurs 
have tested themselves against top opposi- 
tion, and they came out on top against Liv- 
erpool, a game which they often contrive to 
lose. Harry Redknapp has moulded a great 
attacking squad at the north London club, and 
they seem just a likely to be a top four side 
come the end of the season as City do. In the 
next few weeks and months it’ll be interesting 
to see just how good Spurs are, and also how 
well they cope without their recently injured 
creative midfielder Luka Modric, who could 
be out for quite a while. 

So far, as I pointed out last week, the cur- 
rent top four have gotten off to mixed starts, 
with Chelsea looking strong, although with- 
out being tested yet, Arsenal and United look- 
ing good yet vulnerable, and with Liverpool 
looking decidedly weak. It’ll certainly be in- 
teresting to see how each of the top four get 
on in the next few months, especially with the 
Champions League about to kick off. It is still 
unclear whether this season we will see, once 
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again, the same four teams atop the Premier 
League table, or whether the likes of Spurs or 
City can break the monotony. 

It'll also be interesting to see how Chelsea 
do since UEFA have ruled that, due to illegal 
activity, they will not be able to bring in any 
players in January, or indeed next summer. 
This could be a major problem for the Lon- 
don side, as their squad isn’t as deep as they 
would like, and in January they’! be losing at 
least five top players, including the talismanic 
Drogba, to the African Cup of Nations. This 
really could scupper not only their league as- 
pirations, but also, depending on their league 
position at the time, their top four and Cham- 
pions League qualifier status. 

At the other end of the table, the three pro- 
moted sides have started well, with Burnley, 
Birmingham and Wolves all achieving at least 
four points from their games, and the lowest 
of the three sits in thirteenth. Burnley have 
made the most impact in the league out of the 
three as of right now, as they hold a victory, 
and probably a deserved one, over the current 


Where Soccer Fans Get a Kick 


Victorian distributor of ERREA products 


Supplier of all FFV approved team wear 


Ample parking 


For Professional Football Advice visit former Socceroos 
Steve Blair & Ange Postecoglou at World of Soccer 


p39 Monday 14th September 


champs Manchester United. If all three sides 
continue with their good form, they will defi- 
nitely have a good chance of survival, so it’Il 
be interesting to see how well the three con- 
tinue to perform over the coming months. 

If the promoted clubs have started with a 
cautious optimism, then the bottom three of 
Blackburn, Bolton and Portsmouth have cer- 
tainly began facing a grim reality. With only 
one point shared between the three clubs, it 
looks like it could be a long season for each 
of them. Of the three it seems hat Blackburn 
have the best chance of dismissing this bad 
start, and pushing up the league, as they have 
quality in their ranks alongside the experience 
and value of their manager. Big Sam should 
be good enough to move out of relegation 
pretty soon, and a safe mid-table finish should 
be achieved by the former Premier League 
champs, although that was of course way back 
in ninety-five. 

But it could be bad news for Portsmouth 
fans, with their team already rooted to the 
bottom of the league, with some awful trans- 
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fer activity on their part, and with some bad 
performances inspiring little confidence in the 
players or the fans. Much can change in the 
next few months, in fact much will change, but 
I wouldn’t be putting any money on Pompey 
to remain in the Premier League next season. 
Miracles do happen in football, but already it 
looks like even a miracle wouldn’t be enough 
to keep them up. 

In terms of cup football, surely most of the 
Premier League teams will progress into the 
further rounds of the League and FA Cup, 
as well as progression in Europe for the top 
four. If you are a betting man, or indeed bet- 
ting woman, I’d put a little wager on someone 
outside the top four winning the FA Cup this 
season, perhaps Villa or Spurs. The gap be- 
tween the top four and teams like those just 
mentioned, as well as the likes of City and 
Everton, seems to be smaller than it has been 
over the last few years, and with some good 
draws along the way I don’t think it’s in any 
way a bold prediction to suggest the top four 
will not dominate the best domestic cup com- 
petition in the world. 

Aside from club football their have been ma- 
jor goings-on in the national ranks. England 
have officially qualified for the 2010 World 
Cup in South Africa with a comfortable victo- 
ry over their main group rivals, Croatia. Even 
though England have a relatively easy group, 
from which qualification should have been 
a certainty, in the past the three lions have 
struggled to reach major tournaments, such 
as the last European Championships which 
Steve McClaren’s men did not qualify for. 

This time, Fabio Capello has led an undoubt- 
edly good England side to qualification for the 
World Cup with two games left to play, a feat 
which has never been achieved here before. 
England are now a real force to be reckoned 
with in world football, and in all honesty, bias 
aside, there aren’t many nations around right 
now that can definitively claim to be better 
than the three lions. 

In the next few months, leading up to South 
Africa, England will have two more qualify- 
ing games, as well as a meaningless friendly 
or two, which will all serve to further amp up 
the nation’s already skyrocketing expecta- 
tions. England always expect, but this time 
it actually looks like they are in with a shot of 
winning the trophy that has eluded them since, 
and this year is etched onto the minds of every 
single English man or woman, 1966. 

So there we have it, an exciting few months 
filled with, hopefully, exciting football, 
shocks, thrills, spills, and many talking points 
for us all to savour. And in the horizon, in 
the back of the minds of every England fan 
hoping for us to break the near half-decade of 
failure, the first African World Cup. 
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This week’s football 


, television & radio listings. 4 


The Victorian 
Football Show 
Every Wednesday C31 8pm 


The Green Gully 
Football Show 
Every Saturday C31 10.30am 


Wednesday, 16th Sep 

SBS 2 4:30 am UEFA Champions 
League Marseille v AC Milan (Live) 
SBS 2 7:00 am UEFA Champions 
League Zurich v Real Madrid (Live) 
SBS 2 8:35 pm UEFA Champions 
League Chelsea v Porto 

SBS 2 10:05pm UEFA Champions 
League Zurich v Real Madrid (Replay) 


Thursday 17th September 

SBS 1 4.30am UEFA Champions 
League Lyon v Fiorentina 

SBS 1 7:00am UEFA Champions 
League Inter v Barcelona (Delayed) 


SPORTS 


Monday 14th September 

7am Ligue 1 Rennes vs St Etienne 
8:45am Euro League Teams TBC 
10:30am Eredivisie Teams TBC 


Tuesday 15th September 
1:45am MUTV: EPL Tottenham vs Man Utd 
4:40am SPL Falkirk vs Aberdeen LIVE 


Wednesday 16th September 
2:15am Chelsea TV: EPL Stoke City vs Chelsea 
11:45pm Barca TV: La Liga Getafe vs Barcelona 


Thursday 17th September 
10:10am Copa Sudamericana Velez Sarsfield vs Boca 
Juniors LIVE 


Friday 18th September 

10:45am Chelsea TV: UCL Chelsea vs Porto 
1:45pm Barca TV: UCL Internazionale vs Barcelona 
3:45pm MUTV: UCL Besiktas vs man Utd 


Saturday 19th September 

4:25am Bundesliga Schalke vs Wolfsburg LIVE 
9:25pm SPL Kilmarnock vs Rangers LIVE 
11:25pm Bundesliga teams TBC LIVE 


Sunday 20th September 

1:55am Serie A Napoli vs Udinese LIVE 
4:55am Ligue 1 Marseille vs Montpellier LIVE 
7:15am Ligue 1 Nice vs Monaco 

9am Russian Premier League teams TBC 
7:55pm Euro League Teams TBC LIVE 


Monday 21st September 

3:15am Euro League Teams TBC 

4:55am Ligue 1 PSG vs Lyon LIVE 

7am Ligue 1 Lens vs Lille 

8:45am Bundesliga Bayer Leverkusen vs Werder Bremen 
10:30am Eredivisie Feyenoord vs PSV 

11:45pm MUTV: EPL Man Utd vs Man City 


@X 


A-League 

Fri Sep 18 Adelaide v Melbourne 7.30 pm (LIVE HD) 
Sat Sep 19 Central Coast v Gold Coast 7.30 pm 
Sun Sep 20 Wellington v North Queensland 1.00 pm 
Sun Sep 20 Sydney v Newcastle 3.00 pm 

Sun Sep 20 Brisbane v Perth 5.00 pm 


Asian Champions League 
Wed Sep 23 Kawasaki v Nagoya 11.00 pm (DELAY) 
Wed Sep 30 Nagoya v Kawasaki 11.00 pm (DELAY) 


EPL 

Sat Sep 19 Burnley v Sunderland 9.40 pm (LIVE HD) 

Sat Sep 19 Hull City v Birmingham 

Sat Sep 19 Arsenal v Wigan 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 

Sat Sep 19 Aston Villa v Portsmouth 11.55 pm Viewers 
Choice 

Sat Sep 19 Bolton v Stoke 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 

Sun Sep 20 Wolves v Fulham 11.55 pm 

Sun Sep 20 Everton v Blackburn 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 
Sun Sep 20 West Ham v Liverpool 2.25 am (LIVE HD) 

Sun Sep 20 Manchester United v Manchester City 10.25 pm 
Mon Sep 21 Chelsea v Tottenham 12.55 am (LIVE HD) 
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A Little Bit Of This, That, And The Other Dept. Gy a 


FOOTBALL QUOTES 


Whe) Brian) Moore Collection 


‘To get three points out of your first 
game - that’s a wonderful start.’ 


‘Manchester United have never 
beaten an Italian side on two legs in 
European competition.’ 


‘The winners [of the Champion’s 
League] stand to make £10 million 
in prize money - that’s before any 
money they can make on pro- 
gramme sales, hot dogs and the 
like.’ 


‘He [Zinedine Zidane] has the body 
of a bear, the mind of a fox and, er, 
terrific skills.’ 


‘That’s the 34th time he’s played for 
his country here tonight.’ 


‘Mark Ward has only got size 5 boots 
but he sure packs a hell of a punch 
with them’ 


‘Souness’ football brain working at a 
hundred miles an hour there’ 


‘Wayne Clarke, one of the famous 
Clarke familiy, and he’s one of them, 
of course.’ 


‘You can see how O'Leary is abso- 
lutely racked with pain, and realises it 


‘Pearce with the kick...the last throw 
for England.’ 


‘The familiar sight of Liverpool lifting 
the League Cup for the first time...’ 


‘He’s a schizophrenic of a keeper.’ 


‘...and it’s just a sea of voices here at 
the moment.’ 


Carly Zucker Age: 25 


Insignificant other: Chelsea midfielder, Joe Cole 


, 


So...you wanna 
be an Actor? 


“Peter Kalos has a solid understanding of character 
development ” 
-Robert DeNiro 


“Peter has an ability to tune in to where an actor is 
stuck and help him breakthrough.” 
-Anna Strasberg 


Tel: 0402665126 


Email: enquiries@melbourneactorslab.com 


Web: www.melbourneactorslab.com 
111-113 Inkerman St, St Kilda, VIC 3182 


Eastern Lions School of Soccer 
8 week soccer program designed for beginner 
and advanced skills 
Starts 6:00pm October 7th at Eastern Lions 
Soccer Club, Sixth Avenue, Burwood 
Suits all players up to 16 years of age 
For more information and registration forms visit 
www.easternlions.com.au or contact Nigel Reed 
0433 059 551 


Eastern Lions U.K. Cup 
Supporters Club Teams for over 30’s 
Sun 15th November starts at 10am at Eastern 
Lions Soccer Club, Sixth Avenue, Burwood 


For more information visit www.easternlions. 
com.au or contact Norm Willcocks 0416 036 
346 


Eastern Lions Ex-pats 
Re-union 

6th December at Eastern Lions Soccer Club, 
Sixth Avenue, Burwood 
England vs Scotland 
Playing for the Billy Whiteside Cup 
Fundraising for Cancer Research 
Free Lunch 
For more information visit www.easternlions. 
com.au or contact Norm Willcocks 0416 036 
346 


Aussie Cricketers come to Eastern Lions 
Soccer Club 

Cricket Clinic on Tuesesday 24th November 
from 6-8pm at Eastern Lions Soccer Club, Sixth 
Avenue, Burwood 
Victorian and Australian Cricketers 
Sausage Sizzle, photographs speeches and 
autographs 
For more information visit www.easternlions. 
com.au or contact Norm Willcocks 0416 036 
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In 1988 Australia celebrated the bicen- 
tenary of the arrival of the First Fleet 
and part of the festivities was a four- 
team international tournament which 
involved Frank Arok’s Socceroos, 
Brazil, Argentina, then the reigning 
world champion, and Saudi Arabia. 

Though Australia reached the final only 
to lose to Brazil, the game which stands out 
in the tournament was the last of the pre- 
liminary round when the Socceroos thrashed 
Argentina by four goals to one. The unfor- 
gettable moment was a Charlie Yankos free 
kick from about 35 metres out just before 
the interval. Hit with blazing power it near- 
ly tore the net off its fixings as it flew past 
keeper Islas. Yankos later converted a penal- 
ty to crown a stellar performance by the Soc- 
ceroos, which Arok in his usual understated 
way announced was ‘the most important 
moment for soccer in the last ten years.’ 

For Australia the tournament began at a 
muddy Olympic Park in Melbourne against 
Brazil. The ABC was able to broadcast the 
game against the gate, and tickets cost $25, 
even so the crowd of 11,214 was disappoint- 
ing. The only goal of the game was scored by 
the predatory Romario, who took advantage 
of a deflection to beat Jeff Olver from close 
range. Oscar Crino was the star performer 
for the Socceroos, with his skills matching 
those of the Brazilians. He impudently nut- 
megged a couple of opponents and set up 
numerous chances for his fellow attackers, 
but Australia could not beat Taffarel in the 
Brazilian goal. 

Argentina, minus Maradona and some of 
the other World Cup stars, and Saudi Arabia 
drew two-all in the opening game in Ade- 
laide, but when Australia took on the Saudis 
at Parramatta Stadium, the Socceroos came 
out on top by three goals to nil. Scott Ollar- 
enshaw scored after only six minutes from a 
back-heel by Crino and Frank Farina got the 
second before the interval. He followed up a 
Yankos pile-driver which the keeper spilled 
and put away the rebound. Farina completed 
the scoring from a cross by Robbie Slater 
near the end. 

Brazil and Argentina played out a tacti- 
cal scoreless draw at Olympic Park, which 
meant that either Australia or Argentina 
could reach the final with a win at the Syd- 
ney Football Stadium. Brazil booked its spot 
with a four-one demolition of Saudi Arabia 
in its final qualifying match. 

Crino was out with an infected leg and 
Vlado Bozinovski took his place for the 
game against Argentina. Australia took a 
shock lead after only six minutes when Paul 
Wade, Mr Perpetual Motion, poked the ball 
in after a scramble in the goalmouth. For the 
next half hour the Argentinians dominated 
and it was hardly a surprise when Oscar Rug- 
gieri fired home through a series of despair- 
ing dives to equalize. Then came the Yankos 
moment near half-time. He tried to take a 
quick free kick but was denied and so it was 
after a considerable hiatus that he began his 
run up to the dead ball. There was another 
moment of stunned silence, then an eruption 
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The 1988 Bicentennial Gold Cup 


ay the Socer 
the World champs 


Frank Arok imparts instructions to his skipper Charlie Yankos. 
Photo: Les Shorrock Collection, Deakin University Library. 


Frank Farina takes on the Brazilian defence at a muddy Olympic Park. 
Photo: Les Shorrock collection, Deakin University Library. 


of euphoric half-disbelief as the crowd real- 
ized what had happened. In the second half, 
Frank Farina ran through the defence and 
was caught from behind for a penalty which 
Yankos converted and Bozinovski headed 
home the fourth and final goal from a cross 


by Wade. So Australia was through to meet 
Brazil again in the final. 

The match drew what was then a record 
crowd to the Football Stadium of 28,161 and 
they were treated to a high quality exhibi- 
tion. Australia held the Brazilians scoreless 


BLAST FROM THE PAST 


OOS 


in the first half, creating a few chances of 
its own, but it was Romario who put the 
Seleciao ahead after excellent lead up work 
by Geovani and Muller. Australia should 
have had an equalizer in 63 minutes as OI- 
larenshaw was clean through on goal when 
Jorginho, grabbed him from behind in a 
grapple tackle which would have done any 
rugby league player proud. The Brazilian 
was sent off but Australia could not convert 
the free kick. Chasing an equalizer the Aus- 
tralians were caught on the break late in the 
game and Muller capped an excellent perfor- 
mance with Brazil’s second goal. 

Despite the loss in the final Australia had 
shown it could be competitive with the best 
the world had to offer at the end of the 1980s 
and this self-confidence was to be sustained 
through the next decade, but unfortunately 
without achieving the ultimate goal of World 
Cup qualification. 


By Roy Hay 


Photos Les Shorrock collection, 
Deakin University Library 


Australia’s matches in the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 


Australia 0 Brazil (Romario) 1 

Australia: Jeff Olver, Wally Savor, Charlie Yankos, 
Robbie Dunn, Graham Jennings, Paul Wade, Oscar 
Crino, Alan Davidson (Robbie Slater), Frank Farina, 
Graham Arnold, John Kosmina (Vlado Bozinoski); 
Coach : Frank Arok. 

Brazil: Claudio Taffarel, Jorge Campos “Jorginho”, 
Aloisio Alves, Ricardo Gomes, Nelsinho Kerchner, 
Geovani Silva, Ademir Kaefer (Milton De Souza), 
Valdo Candido, Hamilton De Souza “Careca’” (Edu- 
ardo Santos “Edu’”), Luis Da Costa “Muller”, Romario 
Faria de Souza. Coach: Carlos Alberto Silva. 
Referee : Richard Lorenc (Australia) 

July 7 1988 at Olympic Park, 

Attendance: 11214. 


Australia (Frank Farina 2, Scott Ollarenshaw) 3 
Saudia Arabia 0 

Australia: Jeff Olver, Wally Savor, Charlie Yankos, 
Robbie Dunn, Graham Jennings, Paul Wade, 
Oscar Crino, Alan Davidson, Frank Farina, (Vlado 
Bozinoski), Graham Arnold, (Robbie Slater), Scott 
Ollarenshaw; Coach : Frank Arok. 

Saudi Arabia: Aldeayes, Break, Abduljawad, Jamil, 
Ulmatlaq, Salah, Hireifi, Mouselblh (Bakhshowein), 
Jumean (Jazea), Soweid, Majed. 

Referee: Bill Monteverde. 

9 July 1988 at Parramatta Stadium, Attendance: 
11,396. 


Australia (Charlie Yankos 2, Paul Wade, Viado 
Bozinoski) 4 Argentina (Oscar Ruggeri) 1 
Australia: Jeff Olver, Wally Savor, Charlie Yankos, 
Robbie Dunn, Graham Jennings, Paul Wade, Alan 
Davidson, Frank Farina, Vlado Bozinoski, Graham 
Arnold, Scott Ollarenshaw; Coach : Frank Arok. 
Argentina: Islas, Lorenzo, Ruggeri, Lucca, Garre, 
Diaz, Batista (Monzon), Cabrera (Dertycia), 
Rodrgues, Simeone, Aquino. 

Referee: Gary Power. 

14 July 1988 at Sydney Football Stadium, Atten- 
dance: 18,983. 


Australia 0 Brazil (Romario, Muller) 2 

Australia: Jeff Olver, Wally Savor (Vlado Bozinoski), 
Charlie Yankos, Robbie Dunn, Graham Jennings, 
Paul Wade, Alan Davidson, Oscar Crino, Frank Fa- 
rina (Robbie Slater), Graham Arnold, (Robbie Slater), 
Scott Ollarenshaw; Coach : Frank Arok. 

Brazil: Claudio Taffarel, Jorge Campos “Jorginho”, 
Aloisio Alves, Ricardo Gomes, Nelsinho Kerchner, 
Geovani Silva, Ademir Kaefer (Luis Carlos), Valdo 
Candido, Luis Da Costa “Muller”, Romario Faria de 
Souza, Andrade. Coach: Carlos Alberto Silva. 
Referee: Don Campbell. 

17 July 1988 at Sydney Football Stadium, Atten- 
dance: 28,161 


FOOTBALL ICONS 


By Les Shorrock 


soccer writer for the Melbourne 

Age, approached the paper’s man- 
agement with the suggestion that 
they launch a national newspaper 
devoted to soccer. He argued that 
the time was ripe as moves were al- 
ready afoot to form a National Soccer 
League that would include clubs not 
only [from] Melbourne, but Sydney, 
Adelaide, Brisbane and Newcastle as 
well. Good circulation was assured. 
Much to Schwab’s surprise (he ad- 
mitted later) his suggestion met with 
approval and he was told to go ahead 
and pick a team to produce a 16-page 
newspaper in time for the start of the 
1976 season. 

His first choice as assistant editor was a 
young journalist, later to make his name in 
television, Kyle Patterson, but after first ac- 
cepting the job he instead decided to seek his 
fortune in London. Then Laurie turned to an 
official of the Victorian Soccer Federation, 
George Yelland, who politely turned him 
down saying he was too busy, but George 
recommended that Laurie approach me. At 
the time, George and I were producing a six- 
page weekly newsletter for the Metropolitan 
and Provisional Leagues called Goalpost. 
Nevertheless when Laurie asked me to join 
him at The Age, I was more than pleased to 
accept. 

The first issue of Soccer Action appeared 
on February 4, 1976 with its lead story be- 
ing announcement by the Chairman of the 
Victorian State League, Sam Papasavas, 
that clubs in the State League would not be 
joining the new National League. However 
opposition in Victoria to the new League 
quickly collapsed when it was learned that 
Tom Bailey, President of State League club 
Mooroolbark, had defied Papasavas’ edict 
and applied for membership of the League. 
This set off a rush from the other Victorian 
State League clubs, anxious not to be left 
behind and eventually no fewer than seven 
applied for NSL membership. 

In its early days Soccer Action was pro- 
duced by a staff of two, just Laurie Schwab 
and me, and we worked very hard to find 
our feet. Laurie was always a demon for 
work and on Mondays we had to be at the 
office by 4.30am. Thirty years ago, working 
in the editorial office was very labour-inten- 
sive and I can still recall making numerous 
trips to the telex office, collecting match 
reports from our interstate colleagues and 
taking them back to my desk to type them 
into their relevant pages. Then on Tuesdays 
I had to go to the printers’ to proof-read the 
whole paper before it hit the presses. After 
our first year our burden was lightened con- 
siderably as our staff of two was doubled by 
the addition of cadet reporter Craig McKen- 
zie and advertising rep Billy Vojtek. But the 
legwork increased as we were moved out of 
the Age building and around the comer into 
an office in Little Lonsdale Street. Produced 
there, in a rabbit-warren of small rooms 
were fourteen or more sporting publications 
covering motor racing, greyhound and trot- 
ting racing, and all the other pursuits that 


[: November 1975, Laurie Schwab, 
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LIFE AND DEATH OF A NEWSPAPER 
The Sad Story of “Soccer Action 


Les Shorrock: The gentle giant was synonymous with everything 
associated with Victorian football for over two decades. 
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Soccer Action: The bible of its day built its reputation on quality articles, 
strong editorial and was ahead of the times in so many ways. 


The Age considered minor compared with 
the almighty Aussie Rules. 

It didn’t take me long to appreciate that 
an anti-Soccer culture flourished at The 
Age which came home to me more forc- 
ibly when I started taking pictures at soccer 
matches. Soccer was being played then in 
the same season of the year as Aussie Rules 
and staff photographers were allocated by 


the pictorial Editor to all the Rules games in 
Melbourne, but not to Soccer matches. As 
we were starved of pictures, I started taking 
them myself and every Monday morning I 
would take a roll of film into the dark room 
and humbly ask the manager if he would 
have them processed for me. Invariably I 
would go back a few hours later only to be 
told the dark-room staff had been too busy 
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and my roll would have to wait. That was 
useless to us, because, unlike The Age itself 
which was printed in its own building, Soc- 
cer Action was printed in Frankston and all 
the copy had to be sent there by courier and 
set up overnight. At the time, I hadn’t the 
vaguest idea of how to develop and print 
a roll of film, but then, as I was trying one 
Monday morning to get the manager to see 
the problem, a staff photographer kindly 
stepped in and said, ‘I'll show you what to 
do’ and proceeded to’ give me my first les- 
son. 

His name is Kevin Schreiber and I am 
forever in his debt and he was uppermost 
in my thoughts when I went up at the NSL 
Annual Awards night in 1980 to collect the 
NSL Photographer of the Year Award. Kevin 
Schreiber is no longer with The Age, but I’ II 
never forget him, because that day altered 
my life as I went on to take pictures for The 
Age until I retired in 1996. 

As the 1986 season was about to kick-off, 
Laurie Schwab shocked us by announcing 
he was quitting the paper as he no longer 
wanted to be confined to writing solely 
about soccer and he had been offered the job 
of Education correspondent of The Age. Len 
Shaw, editor of magazines, asked whether 
we were prepared to keep the paper going, 
and Craig McKenzie replied that he would 
be happy to replace Schwab as editor pro- 
vided I stayed. In the previous year we had 
been joined by a young fellow named John 
Mangan, who showed promise as a writer so 
we felt we could cope as well as ever. So, as 
we finished the 1986 season with issue No. 
45 for the year we had the feeling of sat- 
isfaction that we had weathered the storm. 
We kicked off Volume No. 12 on January 
28, 1987 blithely unaware of what was to 
follow. As soon as the copy had left for the 
printers we were called into Shaw’s office 
and told that the paper had ‘died’. Craig, as 
editor, asked for an explanation for the deci- 
sion, but no reason was forthcoming. Craig 
and John both left the Age, Craig eventually 
joining Lonely Planet (the backpackers’ bi- 
ble) and John, I think, got a job in Sydney. I 
stayed there as a photographer until I retired 
in 1996. 

It’s no exaggeration to say that everyone 
who followed the game missed Soccer Ac- 
tion and that came home to me most forc- 
ibly when I was working at soccer matches 
as a photographer afterwards and spectators 
would come up to me and ask why the pa- 
per was no longer available. The ones who 
missed it most were the juniors because we 
always devoted the two centre pages to them 
and they relied heavily on Soccer Action for 
their fixtures and results. We were never 
given any explanation by The Age manage- 
ment for the paper’s sudden demise. And I 
often wondered whether Laurie Schwab’s 
decision to quit was a factor. We will never 
know the answer to that one, all I know is 
that soccer in this country was the poorer for 
its passing the game’s leaders in my opin- 
ion, should have kicked up a fuss instead of 
accepting it as meekly as they did. 


RIP Soccer Action. 
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Melanie Camilleri - Heidelberg United 19 votes “= 
Laura Spiranovic - South Melbourne 18 votes” 
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eerrea 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR READERS, 
SPONSORS AND CONTRIBUTORS 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT THIS SEASON. 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU 
AGAIN IN 2010. 
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